
Following massive protests over the death of 13 women who underwent the 
sterilization procedure of tubectomy in Bilaspur district of Chhattisgarh last 
November, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has written to all States 
reminding them that every person should be counselled about the different family 
planning options available. The letter completely contradicts the Union 
government’s intent of achieving population stabilization almost exclusively 
through sterilization. In a letter sent in October 2014 to 11 high-focus States, the 
Ministry had noted that the 2020 family planning goals had ―underlined the 
importance of sterilization‖ surgeries in these States. Even the recently released 
draft National Health Policy 2015 highlights the ―challenge‖ of population 
stabilization in six of the 11 States. In order to achieve the annual targets, the 
government recently increased the compensation given to women/men, motivators 
(Accredited Social Health Activists) and doctors. 

If the revised incentive given to motivators is Rs.200 for tubectomy and 
Rs.300 for vasectomy, the amount is as high as Rs.1,000 for a ―permanent limiting 
method‖ (tubectomy or vasectomy) in the case of couples after up to two children. 
The higher incentive earmarked for permanent limiting methods is another reason 
why more women will now end up on the operating table. The government 
recently added a new component — post-partum sterilization done soon after or 
within seven days of delivery. This approach works to the government’s advantage 
as more women are opting for institutional delivery to avail of the cash incentive 
earmarked for it. Given the government’s primary focus on permanent and 
irreversible family planning options, the question of counselling women on the 
different options and giving them full freedom to choose the best one, will at best 
remain on paper, and not in practice. Sterilization is the most prevalent form of 
contraception in the country, constituting nearly 75 per cent of the.2002 
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With a high number of tubectomies conducted every year and in a camp-

based approach, tubectomy-related deaths as a result of poor quality of care will be 
inevitable even when they are done in health-care facilities. Unfortunately, the 
camp-based approach is set to continue. The pressure to meet targets, the 
incentives given to motivators and doctors and the permanent nature of sterilization 
would mean that the question of counselling men and women of the different 
options may remain on paper. When Mahinda Rajapaksa called a fresh presidential 
election two years ahead of the scheduled January 2016 end to his second term in 
office, he did so because he was confident of being voted back for another six 
years. There was no real challenger on the horizon at that time, and Mr. Rajapaksa, 
who had made the 2009 military victory over the LTTE the main theme of his 
government, believed that Sinhalese voters would once again repose their faith in 
him. Indeed, so entrenched had he become that few imagined he would lose, and 
that too to a relative unknown like Maithripala Sirisena, who was the Health 
Minister in the Rajapaksa Cabinet. 

Mr. Sirisena’s sudden emergence as a candidate of an opposition alliance 
took Mr. Rajapaksa by surprise. He had been unable to see, surrounded as he was 
by a cabal, that his one-family authoritarian rule had angered senior members of 
his Sri Lanka Freedom Party, and taken the shine off his image among the majority 
Sinhalese as the President who ended a 30-year war. The Tamil voters in the North 
and East, alienated as they were by the Rajapaksa government’s abject failure to 
face up to the challenges of post-war ethnic reconciliation, were always going to 
vote against him. The foot-dragging on investigations into alleged war crimes, the 
militarisation of the Tamil-dominated North, the hardships that this posed for the 
people, And the huge political failure on devolution of powers all ensured that the 
Tamil vote would go against him. Another significant.2005 
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With no apparent attempt by the government to crack down on communal 

violence even after a bout of deadly rioting in 2013. The departure of the Sri Lanka 
Muslim Congress from the ruling coalition to the Sirisena camp just days ahead of 
the election, was the final blow against the Rajapaksa regime. Mr. Sirisena rode to 
victory on an out-and-out anti-Rajapaksa vote that rendered irrelevant his own 
perceived handicaps: the absence of personal charisma; a late start; doubts about 
whether a candidate of a diverse opposition group could provide a stable 
leadership; and the lack of resources in comparison to what the incumbent had at 
his disposal. He had to his advantage a rural base in the north-central districts of 
Sri Lanka, and aside from the backing of a ginger group of the ruling SLFP that 
defected along with him, the backing of the main opposition United National Party, 
and the Jathika Hela Urumaya, a party of Buddhist monks. With this he managed 
to poll nearly half of all Sinhalese votes cast, sweeping up in addition the Tamil 
and Muslim votes to win 51.28 per cent of the vote share compared to his 
opponent’s 47.58. The outcome is an unequivocal victory for democracy and a 
lesson to the whole region in peaceful regime change. 

The new President of Sri Lanka has his work cut out. To begin with, the 
focus is bound to be on Mr. Sirisena’s campaign promise to abolish the powerful 
Executive Presidency, which will require a constitutional amendment supported by 
two-thirds of Parliament, a difficult proposition. One option before him is to 
dissolve Parliament and call a fresh election a year ahead of schedule. The 
coalition itself is made up of disparate and mutually antagonistic parties that must 
learn to work together. UNP leader Ranil Wickramasinghe has already been named 
the new Prime Minister. Former President Chandrika Kumaratunga, who, after 
retiring from politics in 2005 re-emerged on the scene to mentor the SLFP 
defectors, may well emerge as a third power centre. Quickly.2007 
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Mr. Sirisena will need to repair the much-eroded confidence in Sri Lanka as 

a country that respects the rule of law, independence of the judiciary and media 
freedom. Most importantly, the new dispensation must waste no time in addressing 
the Tamil demand for a just peace, because on this hinges the future of the country 
itself. With his vast powers, Mr. Sirisena can immediately redress some long-
standing demands including returning to Tamils the land owned by them that the 
Army took over in the 1990s and has stubbornly refused to vacate. Devolution of 
powers to the Northern Province should also be high on his list of priorities, and if 
a new Constitution is being planned with a Westminster-style government, just 
power-sharing with the Tamil minority should find a place. The new dispensation 
will also need to move speedily on addressing alleged war crimes, starting with 
ascertaining how many Tamil civilians actually died in the last phases of the war. 
But Tamil stridency on these demands will hinder rather than help matters. As the 
main and most credible political representative of the Tamils, the Tamil National 
Alliance must play a responsible role. 

Tamil Nadu’s political parties must desist from fanning any extremist 
demands, for which there is no place on either side of the Palk Strait. For New 
Delhi, the change in Sri Lanka presents the opportunity to build a bilateral 
relationship that is based on mutual trust and honesty rather than on mutual 
suspicion. In recent months, the growing military relationship between Colombo 
and Beijing was one of the big concerns in New Delhi. As a sovereign country, Sri 
Lanka must be free to choose its friends and allies. But the least New Delhi can 
expect is that its defence concerns will not be compromised by a friendly 
neighbour. India’s relations with Sri Lanka are civilisational, not contractual, and 
despite all the ups and downs, the ties between the people of both countries, based 
on culture, religion and trade, have continued.2003 
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Both countries have a common strategic interest in a peaceful Indian Ocean. 
It is from this large base that both must now work to strengthen mutually beneficial 
ties. The belated decision of the Delhi Police to treat the death of Sunanda Pushkar 
in January 2014 as a case of murder may have ended the year-long uncertainty 
about the fate of a meandering probe that has been bogged down in forensic and 
medical investigations, but it also raises troubling questions about the functioning 
of the force. Whatever the initial circumstantial clues that made suicide a more 
probable cause of death, there was little justification for the police to delay the 
registration of a first information report until a year after she was found dead in a 
hotel suite. And even that has been done more than three months after a medical 
report categorically said Ms. Pushkar’s death was unnatural and due to poisoning. 
The latest report of December 29, 2014, largely reiterated the finding. While the 
circumstances — signs emerged that not everything was all right between Ms. 
Pushkar and her husband Shashi Tharoor when she had a spat on Twitter with a 
foreign journalist just a day before her death — did indicate that she may have 
been under great psychological stress, there appeared to be some reluctance on the 
part of the police to address suspicions of foul play. 

There were suggestions that she may have died of a drug overdose, and 
adding to the theory was evidence found on the crime scene. Two used strips of a 
drug meant to treat panic and anxiety disorders, were found, but it was neither 
prescribed for Ms. Pushkar nor was it consumed, as the viscera analysis showed. It 
would not have been difficult to trace their origin by using the batch number or 
ascertain if it was prescribed for her and by whom. The theory that she suffered 
from Lupus has been proved wrong by the final report that states categorically that 
Ms. Pushkar was a normal, healthy woman with no ailments. It is to be hoped that 
the police.2004 
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Don't be surprised if you come across a statue of Nathuram Godse, the killer of 
the Mahatma Gandhi, in the temple in your vicinity. After its attempt to install Godse 
statues at few identified places in Uttar Pradesh was foiled by the State Police, the 
Hindu Mahasabha plans to install them in the premises of temples across India. 

The Hindutva outfit is in touch with saints and temple trusts which supervise 
hundreds of temples, assured it of their support. At present the outfit is quite 
determined but tight upped about how it plans to install statue of Nathuram Godse on 
January 30, the day Godse shot dead Mahatma Gandhi. The Hindutva outfit has decided 
not to publicise its programmes of the installation of the statue after it felt "too much 
media coverage" became an "obstacle" in its work. 

After its public announcement to build a temple for Godse in Sitapur district and 
install a Godse statue at an identified place in Meerut, the Uttar Pradesh police sealed 
the two places. While treating the issue as serious problem for law and order the State 
police also plans to invoke section 144 of the IPC at the two places. 

As per the revised strategy, the outfit will first install Godse statue across the 
country and will then inform the media in order to avoid possible crackdowns by the 
Uttar Pradesh government and possible roadblocks posed by the other State 
government in the country. UP because According to senior functionaries of the 
Hindutva group, they met several group of saints during the recently concluded "Magh 
Kumbh mela" in Allahabad. "After we announced about our plans the government 
sealed the place. We don't want unnecessary attention. We would rather focus on 
competing the job at hand," he told this correspondent. 

According to a senior Hindu Mahasabha leader who didn't want to be quoted 
because of the sensitivity of the issue, Godse statue might soon be seen within temple 
premises across the country -- to start with, in temples in the Hindi speaking States like 
Madhya Pradesh.2010 
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"We met hundreds of saints during the Magh Kumbh Mela in Allahabad who 
assured us of their support and now we are planning to install statues in temples with 
the support of these saints," said the outfit leader. 

"We have a dedicated set of youths who are brimming with nationalistic fervour 
and who are ready to put Godse statue at the Raj Ghat at the cost of getting arrested but 
we don't want to work like that. We just want to spread the message of 'Akhand bharat' 
(unified India) which was the main mission for Nathuram Godse ji," added another. He 
clarified that the statues won't necessarily be in the main part of the temples so as not to 
equate Godse with the Hindu Gods. "After some serious thinking and discussion with 
saints, we decided that as mark of respect to Godse we can install his statues somewhere 
in the premises of temples. We do have statues of great Hindu reformers and great men 
in temple premises," maintained the Hindutva leader. 

While justifying the proposed move, the Hindu Mahasabha leader said: "Godse 
was no less than any other greater because he sent across the message of unified India 
and protested against the division the country by Klimt Gandhi". 

The Hindutva group has ordered about five hundred statues from artists in 
Jaipur. It also plans to inaugurate and launch small libraries which would provide 
literature highlighting Godse's "point of view about unified India and correct sequence 
of events as far as Gandhi's killing is concerned". The public announcement by the outfit 
to install a Godse statue and subsequent well reported bhumi pujan in Meerut for the 
statue, had resulted in its leaders being booked under various sections of the IPC. 

In a step that could significantly push the bar for quality online education in the 
country, IIT Bombay has embarked on a commendable mass online education 
programme that will provide free online courses and give access to high quality, IIT-
style education to Indian students in Indian languages. On the Republic Day.2002  
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Online Courses (MOOC) in computer programming, thermodynamics, and 
signals and systems from the institute‟s IITBombayX platform developed in 
collaboration with edX, a not-for-profit initiative by MIT and Harvard. Describing the 
initiative as “pathbreaking”, Prof. Khakhar credited Prof.  

Deepak Phatak of the Computer Science and Engineering Department for 
bringing it to IIT Bombay. “The rapid evolution of technology makes it imperative for 
students and teachers to incorporate the various offerings of technology in their learning 
process,” he said, launching the first three courses. The Introduction to Computer 
Programming will be 16-week course in two parts aimed at computer programming 
students.  

The course on Thermodynamics, designed for mechanical engineering students, 
will last 12 weeks. Signals and Systems will be a 16-week course in two parts designed 
for electrical engineering students. The students will get an honour certificate of 
achievement certifying successful completion of the course after they have qualified in 
the tests. Simultaneously, IIT Bombay will also offer training workshops for invited 
teachers on effective teaching and mentoring students in online courses for each of these 
three subjects under the Train 10,000 Teachers or T10KT programme of the institute. 

Mass Open Online Courses or MOOCs have emerged as the most inexpensive 
mechanism for offering quality education online to a very large number of learners and 
in addition to traditional course materials like videos, readings and problem sets, it 
incorporates aspects of active learning, collaborative discussions on forum, online 
quizzes etc. 

Global educational institutions are increasingly adopting MOOCs and given 
India‟s need for reaching out to largest possible number of learners, MOOCs are seen as 
the best way forward to ensure quality in education and vocational training. “We have 
about 3500 colleges, but the academic infrastructure is not up to the expected levels and 
quality of education suffers.2005 
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In other institutes, computer programming students may be given 10, 20, or 30 
line programmes to write, but in IIT Bombay, students write 200 to 250 line 
programmes. So, simply put IITBombayX stands for extended online educational 
services from IIT Bombay and IIT-style learning,” Prof Phatak told The Hindu on 
Thursday. 

He said the IITBombayX courses will be initially offered in English and Hindi, 
but eventually in all Indian languages as the project expands nationally. “The courses 
will also be important for collecting data on student behaviour and their approach in 
online education which we could share with other educational institutions,” Prof Phatak 
said, adding that anyone from 15 year-old to 75-year-olds can register for the courses, 
and there is no limit on how many can enrol at a time. 

Prof Phatak said the IITBombayX platform will soon offer other courses like a 
course in agriculture designed by Hyderabad-based International Crops Research 
Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (Icrisat), and a course by Tata Institute of Social 
Science on open source animation tools. “A chemistry course by Dr. Mangala Sunder of 
IIT Madras is also being planned,” he said. 

Facebook has exceeded analysts‟ predictions with annual results of double the net profit 
posted by the company a year earlier — thanks to good business growth through mobile 
devices in 2014. 

The company earned in 2014 a net profit of $2.9 billion, nearly double the figure of 
2013, while Facebook‟s income last year amounted to $12.4 billion, representing an 
increase of 58.4 per cent compared to the previous year. The results presented on 
Wednesday showed that the business branch of Facebook grew more last year and 
confirmed the success of the company to make the network more mobile-based. 

In December 2014, the number of Facebook subscribers reached 890 million which 
meant a growth of 18 per cent compared to a year earlier. Of the total number of active 
daily users, 745 million (84 per cent) logged in to the network through.2007 
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In addition, revenues derived from advertising on mobile phones during the last 
quarter of 2014 accounted for 69 per cent of total revenue, 16 percentage points more 
than in the same period in 2013. To take full advantage of this trend, Mark Zuckerberg‟s 
company presented Facebook Audience Network last year, a network that puts in 
contact exhibition platforms — mostly mobile applications — with advertisers. 

Facebook Mobile aims to penetrate emerging markets such as Latin America and 
Southeast Asia where not everyone has access to computers but where the use of smart 
phones is significantly increasing. During the three months of October, November and 
December, Facebook shareholders earned profits of $0.25 per share, compared to the 
$0.20 in the same period the previous year, while the company had a turnover of $3.8 
billion, marking an increase of 48.6 per cent, with $2.58 billion for the last quarter of 
2013. 

Facebook‟s results, however, did not meet investor expectations and the share 
price slipped by 1.81 per cent to $74.87 per share in electronic trading after the close of 
the markets in New York. Eminent singer and theatre director Shekhar Sen has been 
appointed the new chairman of the Sangeet Natak Akademi, the country's premier 
institution for the performing arts. 

Mr. Sen was recently awarded the Padma Shri on Republic day for his 
contribution to the arts. According to an order issued by the Culture Ministry on 
Wednesday, Sen has been appointed for a term of five years with immediate effect. The 
Akademi has been without a head after earlier chairperson Leela Samson, who was 
appointed by the UPA government, quit on September 30 last year. 

“Sen has done many research-oriented musical programmes and rendered many 
significant bhajan albums since 1983 as singer, lyricist and composer, the statement 
from the Ministry said. It added that he is famous for his mono act musical plays “Tulsi”, 
“Kabeer”, “Vivekananda”, “Sanmanti”, “Saahab” and “Soordas” which have been highly 
acclaimed.2010 
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All his plays are written, directed and enacted by him, often featuring him in the 
protagonist's role. He performed his play 'Kabeer' at the Lok Sabha in 2005. He has 
been the recipient of numerous State awards. Motorola, the first company to take the 
online route for sales of its handsets in India, on Thursday said it is looking at setting up 
offline experience centres in the country that would double as service centres. 

Motorola India General Manager Amit Boni said, “We are looking at setting up 
about 5-10 experience centres across various metros this year, starting with Bangalore.” 
These centres are aimed at enabling customers to experience the touch and feel of the 
device before they make their buying decision, he added. Asked if the company will sell 
devices via the offline route, Mr. Boni replied in negative. Motorola, which sells devices 
in India through e-commerce major Flipkart, currently sells three handsets in the 
country - Moto E, Moto G and Moto X in the market, beside a smartwatch, Moto 360. 
The company also announced that it has sold over 3 million devices in the country. 

“We have crossed the three million device sales milestone. The three handsets are 
priced differently, but the Moto E and Moto G make up a large chunk of the sales, 
almost 80-85 per cent,” Mr. Boni said. Are economic reforms riding piggyback on the 
political appeal of Hindutva under the Narendra Modi government? Or is Hindutva 
being smuggled into a discourse in which growth and development alone matter? Either 
way, the Bharatiya Janata Party‟s reforms agenda seems inseparable from — even if not 
organically linked to — the Hindutva project. 

But the tensions are palpable, with many of those who are intent on pushing for 
the right-wing economic agenda uncomfortable with the antics of the Hindu religious 
right, seen as a distraction, or worse, a hindrance. 

As a party, the BJP is many things to many people. And it would have to remain 
that way if it is to retain support in a country as diverse as India.2010 
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True, there are many who have a foot in both the camps, but in the days and 
months ahead, the contradictions between the Hindutva project and the economic 
reforms project would become more evident. This is when the leaders in the government 
and the party will try and force a compromise, and use the two sections in the service of 
each other. Hindutva would, then, be politically sold to the aspiring middle classes as a 
facilitator of reforms, and the reforms would be pushed down the throat of the 
economically marginalised sections as a necessary adjunct of their political mobilisation. 

But for those who want to rescue the BJP from regressive Hindutva politics, and 
make it the foremost right-wing neo-liberal party of India, the challenge is to keep the 
two sets of agenda separate: to isolate the religious lumpen elements and not allow them 
to discredit the economic reforms. Politicians would rather not undo the yoking of these 
two different programmes. Economic reforms are, after all, painful to push through. It is 
for those interested in marketing the reforms as reforms, and not in some other guise, to 
make the distinction clear: if the reforms are to succeed over the long term, they have to 
be their own justification, and not ride on a communally divisive project. 

Whether those involved with Swarajya will be able to do what the BJP politicians 
are hesitant to undertake remains to be seen. Rearticulating the „Indian Right‟ point of 
view to an India that is now considered the youngest nation in the world (70 per cent of 
the country‟s population is said to be below the age of 35 based on the 2011 census), 
with a growing and increasingly assertive middle class with, as they say, fire in its belly, 
could well be an excruciating tightrope walk. 

Steering this boat, when the socio-political milieu is more in sync with 
discounting ideologies if not totally debunking them, and when concepts like nation-
building and national identity are sought to be constructed on a religious basis.2002 
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But the current scene is no sociology of melancholy or despair for an enthusiastic 
band of thought leaders led by noted writer and journalist Sandipan Deb, who see in 
these testing times a great opportunity to rationally and humanely build a “liberal right-
of-centre discourse,” as he put it, which they hope will redefine both tradition and 
modernity in India and give the country far greater self-esteem in the comity of nations. 

Big ambitions, but thought processes, begin somewhere. Calling themselves 
“India‟s new liberal right,” Mr. Deb and his team are all set to shortly relaunch 
the Swarajya magazine, which was started in 1956 by the veteran journalist, Khasa 
Subba Rao, with the patronage of C. Rajagopalachari, popularly known as Rajaji, one of 
the tallest leaders of the freedom movement and Mahatma Gandhi‟s „conscience keeper.‟ 

Rajaji gave Swarajya its Charter, to champion the cause of “individual liberty, 
private enterprise, the minimal state and cultural rootedness,” Mr. Deb explained in an 
hour-long interview to The Hindu in New Delhi recently. Those core principles will 
continue to guide the new Swarajya, 59 years since its inception, he said, while 
underscoring that Rajaji‟s vehicle of communication was “the first coherent and 
consistent intellectual response to Nehruvian socialism and the ever expanding Big 
State in newly independent India.” 

Aiming at a formal launch in early February 2015, Swarajya in its new avatar will 
be a glossy monthly instead of a weekly, have a strong digital presence and hopes to be 
on a par with magazines like The Economist in generating top quality content, including 
commentary, opinion and essays. It will “naturally be a magazine of ideas,” says Mr. 
Deb, whose fame as an author spread with his book “The IITians: The Story of a 
Remarkable Indian Institution and How its Alumni are Reshaping the World.” 

On January 15, it was an extremely cold evening in Delhi as Mr. Deb and I tried in 
vain to spot the noted Barista Coffee shop at Connaught Place.2011 




