
CHAPTER 2: IMPORTANT WORDS & 
EXPRESSIONS (Part-I) 

Words & Expressions in this chapter (order-wise) 

1. It is time 2. Used to 3. Had better 4. Need & Dare 5. Will & Shall 
6. Be to 7. Have 8. Marry to/Marry 

with 
9. Wait & Await 10. Deny, 

Decline, 
Refuse, Refrain 

11. 
Room/Space/Seat
/Accommodation  

12. Former, Latter 
& Later  

13. Arise/Rise/Raise 
& Arouse/Rouse  

14. Lie & Lay  15. Fall & Fell  

16. Be & Become  17. Been in & 
Been to  

18. Wish (verb)  19. Afraid & 
Frightened  

20. Age & Aged  

21. Kind of & 
Kinds of  

22. Since & For  23. During & For  24. Round, 
Around & About  

25. Too – To & 
So - That  

26. Agree 27. Believe 28. Avoid 29. Assist 30. Approve 

1. Use of 'IT IS TIME' 

IT IS TIME can be used in the following two ways: 

i) To mean that ‘correct time has arrived to do something (means one should start 
doing that) 

For this meaning either we use TO-INFINITIVE or FOR + OBJECT + TO-INFINITIVE after it; 
e.g. 

a) It’s time to leave.     b) It’s time for us to leave. 

ii) To mean that it's a little late; and therefore the person mentioned would have started 
doing what's required 

For this meaning we use a THAT-CLAUSE after it, and the verb of this clause is in the Past 
Simple Tense. Use of THAT, though, is not very necessary; e.g. 
 
It is time that we left. 
= It is time we left.  

[Here the past 'LEFT' is correct. It means we are a little late to leave; we should have left by 
now.] 

NOTE: Sometimes the word 'HIGH' or 'ABOUT' is added to emphasize the idea. If we want to 
emphasise, the above sentence can also be expressed like this: 

It’s high time we left. OR It's about time we left. 
 



2. USED TO 

USED can be used in the following two ways 

i) Subject + Used to 
ii) Subject + Be/Become/Get + Used to 

i) Subject + Used to 

to express a discontinued habit; e.g. 

a) I used to take singing classes. (means I do not take them now.) b) I used not to take singing 
classes. (means I take singing classes now) 
c) Used I to take singing classes? 

NOTE-I: We cannot make negative or interrogative using DO with USED TO. This use of DO is 
limited to conversation only; e.g. 

a) I didn’t use to take singing classes.  I usedn’t to take singing classes.  
b) Did I use to take singing classes?  Used I to take singing classes?  

NOTE-II: Remember that USED TO has no present form. So for present habits or routines we must 
use the SIMPLE PRESENT TENSE (not USED TO); e.g. 

I use to go for a walk daily.  I go for a walk daily.  

ii) Subject + Be/Become/Get + Used to 

In this structure USED is an adjective and TO is a preposition, and followed by a noun/gerund 
(ing form); remember that the gerund is also a noun. Here USED means ACCUSTOMED. In other 
words you can say it's used to talk about something that you are familiar with so that it doesn’t seems 
new or strange to you; e.g. 

1. a) I am used to noise. (here NOISE is a noun).  
b) I am used to working in a noisy room. (means I have worked in a noisy room, so the noise doesn't 
bother me; I don't mind it.) 
 
2. a) I’ve gotten used to smart phones.  
 b) I’ve gotten used to using smart phones. (means after I have used them for a while I’ve found them 
quite easy to use.) 
 
3. I got used to driving on the right when I was in America. 
 
 
3. HAD BETTER  



Here HAD is UNREAL PAST; the meaning actually is present or future. We use V1 after HAD 
BETTER (not V3) 

A) 1st PERSON as a subject of HAD BETTER is used to say that something would be a 
good thing to do; e.g. 

I had better start taking coaching classes.  
= It would be a good thing for me if I start taking coaching classes. 

B) 2nd PERSON or 3rd PERSON as a subject of HAD BETTER is used for advice or 
warning; e.g. 

i) He had better leave for the station at once.    ii) You had better not go out in 
the open as it’s very hot. 
= It would be risky if he doesn’t leave for the station at once.  = I advise/warn you not to go out 
in the open as it’s very hot. 

4. Need & Dare 

Both of these verbs are called Semi-modal Verbs. They are called so because they can be used as both 
main verbs and modal verbs. NEED and DARE can only be used as main verbs in affirmative 
sentences, in negative and interrogative sentence both of them can be used as main as well as modal 
verbs. 

i) NEED 

As a main verb NEED takes full infinitives (TO+V1), and as a helping verb it takes bare infinitives (V1 
without TO). NEED is a main verb in affirmative sentences, but in negative and interrogative 
sentences it’s main verb only when DO is the helping verb with it, otherwise it itself is the helping 
verb; e.g. 

AFFIRMATIVE SENTENCES 
I need to go to my doctor today in the evening. (The sentence is affirmative, so NEED is the main verb 
here. You see GO is to-infinitive.) 

NEGATIVE SENTENCES 
a) I do not need to go to my doctor today in the evening. (Here DO is the helping verb, therefore 
NEED is the main verb; so GO is to-infinitive) 

b) I needn't go to my doctor today in the evening. (DO is not there, so NEED itself is the helping verb 
here. So GO is bare infinitive.) 

INTERROGATIVE SENTENCES 
a) Do I need to go to my doctor today in the evening? (Here DO is the helping verb, therefore NEED is 
the main verb; so GO is to-infinitive) 

b) Need I go to my doctor today in the evening? (Here NEED is the helping verb, so GO is bare 
infinitive) 



NOTE-I: The modal NEED has no past form. Instead, we use DIDN'T NEED TO or DIDN'T HAVE 
TO in the past; e.g. 

I needed not to take my wife to the doctor.    I didn’t need to take my wife to the doctor.  OR 
I didn’t have to take my wife to the doctor.  

NOTE-II: When NEED is followed by a noun phrase or the gerund (ing form) in negative or 
interrogative sentences, we must use DO/DID with NEED; e.g. 

a) I needn’t a bag.  I don’t need a bag.  
b) Need my shirt washing?  Does my shirt need washing?  

NOTE-III: When NEED is preceded by NO ONE, NOBODY, ANYBODY or any negative subject we 
use bare infinitive (V1 without TO); e.g. 

a) Nobody need know the name of the person who made the complaint. 
b) Not a word need change in this paper. 

NOTE-IV: When words HARDLY, SCARCELY, ONLY are used with the verb NEED, it takes bare 
infinitive; e.g. 

a) I need hardly say how happy I am to see you here. (SAY: bare infinitive) 
b) You need only push this button to make this machine run. (PUSH: bare infinitive) 

NOTE-V: When a negative or interrogative clause is in the beginning, NEED takes bare infinitive, 
e.g. 

a) I don’t suppose I need meet him. (‘I don’t suppose’ is a negative clause.) 
b) Do you think I need tell Rajat. (‘Do you think’ is an interrogative clause.) 

NOTE-VI: When NEED is a modal verb, it doesn't take S with it even if the subject is third person 
singular (he, she, it); e.g. 

He needs not do it.  He need not do it.  

NOTE-VII: We don't use NEED in the continuous; e.g. 

We are needing some milk.  We need some milk.  

NOTE-VIII:  When subject of NEED is a thing we use gerund (ing form) after it, we don't use TO 
form; e.g. 

The cooker needs to be cleaned.  The cooker needs cleaning.  

ii) DARE 

Dare is both a main verb and a modal verb. DARE has two meanings: 



A) challenge somebody 
B) to be brave enough or rude enough to do something 

A) DARE = challenge somebody 

With this meaning, it is a main verb and requires an object, means it's a transitive verb. If any 
verb is following it it's TO-INFINITIVE (to+v1); e.g. 

i) I dare you to swim across the lake.   ii) She glared at Ankur, daring him to disagree. 
iii) Some snakes can bite but I dare you to hold this big snake. 

B) DARE = to be brave enough or rude enough to do something 

With this meaning, it can be used both as a main verb and a modal verb. As a main verb, it can 
be followed by a TO-INFINITIVE (to+v1) or an INFINITIVE WITHOUT TO (v1 without TO). As a 
modal verb, it's followed by an INFINITIVE WITHOUT TO; e.g. 

MAIN VERB 
a) He doesn’t dare to say anything.   b) Does anyone dare to go there? 
= He doesn’t dare say anything.    = Does anyone dare go there? 

MODAL VERB 
a) They dared not laugh. (DARE is the helping verb here, so LAUGH is bare infinitive) 
b) Dare she tell him the truth? (DARE is the helping verb here, so TELL is bare infinitive) 

NOTE-I: When DARE is preceded by NO ONE, NOBODY, ANYBODY or any negative subject we can 
use any infinitive, means either full infinitive or bare infinitive; e.g. 

No one dares to disturb him. 
= No one dares disturb him. 

NOTE-II: Like other modals DARE when is a modal verb doesn't take S with it even if the subject is 
third person singular (he, she, it); e.g. 

She dares not meet you.  She dare not meet you.  

5. Will & Shall 

A) We use WILL for all persons, but we often use SHALL with first person; e.g. 

i) We shall leave for Mumbai tomorrow.   ii) I will arrange everything. 
iii)  He will not go to school today. 
 
NOTE: To express a command, promise, threat, determination, compulsion, or advice, with first 
person we use WILL (not SHALL) and with second and third person we use SHALL (not WILL); e.g. 
 
i) I will help you definitely. (Promise)    ii) I will work hard from now on. 
(Determination) 
iiii) I will have to finish this work today itself. (Compulsion) iv) You shall leave immediately. 



(Command) 
v) You shall be provided with everything at this hotel. (Promise) vi) You shall be here for the 
meeting. (Compulsion) 
vii) Trespassers shall be prosecuted. (Threat) 

B) WILL/SHALL for commands 
 

For permanent rules and regulations we use SHALL (not WILL) even for third persons; e.g. 
 
i) The president of the society shall be elected every three years. ii) Any entrant shall enter his 
name and address in the register kept with the guard. 
 
NOTE-I: However, for other type of rules and regulations we use WILL instead of SHALL; e.g. 
 
i) No one will swim here in this pond as it’s prone to very serious accidents. ii) Every team 
member will report to the coach if there is any problem with them.  
 
NOTE-II: We can also convey orders by BE + TO-INFINITIVE construction; e.g. 

 
i) You are to be here by tomorrow evening.  ii) The medical report is to be seen at all times.  

 
NOTE-III: Prohibitions may be expressed in written instructions by ‘MAY NOT’; e.g. No staff may 
bring mobile phones into the office.  
 
NOTE-IV: We usually express habits in the present by the Simple Present Tense; but we can also use 
WILL when we wish to emphasize the characteristics of the performer rather than the action 
performed; e.g. A policeman will usually show you the way in the street. (It is normal for a policeman 
to act in this way.) 

C) BE GOING TO or WILL? 

WILL is often used in a similar way to BE GOING TO. We use WILL for an absolute certainty. 
We use BE GOING TO when we want to emphasise our decision in the present; e.g. 

i) I am now very late so I’m going to take the taxi.  ii) I will go by bus today. 
 
6. BE TO  
‘BE TO’ form can be used in the following two ways: 
 
A) For orders or instructions; e.g. 
 
i) I’m to stay home till my mother returns. (means I must stay)  
ii) She is not to leave the office without the permission of her boss. (means She must stay)  
 
NOTE: BE TO is also used in reporting requests for instructions; e.g. 
  
“Where shall I put it, sir?” he asked  
= He asked where he was to put it.  
 



B) To say a plan; e.g.  
 
i) He is to leave for Agra tomorrow.   ii) We are to start English classes from 
Monday.  
iii) The Prime Minister was to have laid the foundation stone but he was taken ill so the Home 
Minister is doing it instead.  
 
NOTE: We can express an idea of destiny by using ‘WAS/WERE TO’; e.g. I met with an accident last 
week and got a heavy blow on the chest. It didn't worry me initially but it was to be very serious later, 
(turned out to be serious)  
 
C) BE ABOUT TO 
We use BE ABOUT TO to express the immediate future. We can add JUST or can use BE ON THE 
POINT + GERUND to emphasize; e.g. 
 
i) I’m about to leave. (means I’ll leave just now)  ii) I’m just about to leave.  
iii) I’m on the point of leaving.     iv) He was just about to dive when he saw the 
crocodile.  
 

7. Have 
 
A) Have = to possess/own 
 
i) She has a beautiful big house.    ii) I have had this car for ten years.  
 
NOTE-I: In this meaning of HAVE we can form the negative and interrogative of sentences in two 
ways. We can use either DO as helping verb or use HAVE itself in forming such sentences; e.g.  
 
Do you have an extra pencil? 
= Have you an extra pencil?  

 
NOTE-II: We don’t use HAVE in the continuous in this meaning; e.g. 

i) I am having a lot of friends here.  I have a lot of friends here.  
ii) Anita is having a headache.  Anita has a headache.  
 
B) HAVE = to receive someone, to accept, to allow something to happen 
 
i) I’m going to have you at the station.   ii) I won't have you wear my shirt. (= 
I refuse to allow you to wear my shirt) 
iii) Let me have Rs 5,000 back just now. 
 
C) HAVE = to take food; to take a bath/a lesson etc., means HAVE = to perform the 
action mentioned 
 
i) We had a dance and afterwards we took a meal. ii) We are having a party in the evening.  
iii) We are having a nice holiday here.   iv) I always have a walk after dinner. 
v) Why don't you have a rest?    vi) May I have a look at your collection of 
coins? 
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D) HAVE = to cause something to happen or someone to do something; e.g. 
 
i) I’m having my room washed at the moment.  ii) My wife had me help her stop the crying 
baby. 
iii) The movie soon had all of us crying.   iv) Sumit will have it working in no time. 
v) Have your trousers altered. 
 
E) HAVE = to experience something 
 
i) We're having a wonderful time here in Manali. ii) I didn't have any difficulty locating the 
office. 
iii) He hasn't been having much luck recently. 
 
F) HAVE = to deliver a baby 
 
i) Pooja had her baby in hospital    ii) My wife isn’t planning to have children in 
near future. 
 
NOTE-I: be having a baby, twins, etc. means to be pregnant; e.g. I hear she is having a baby. 
 
NOTE-II: HAVE when used as in point B to F above can also be used in the continuous tenses. For 
these meanings, in the Simple Present Tense and the Simple Past Tense we make negative and 
interrogative of HAVE with DO/DID; e.g.   
 
i) We are having a good time here.     ii) We are having eight people at 
the meeting.  
iii) My brother can’t meet you immediately, he is having a bath. iv) I am having a wonderful 
holiday.  
 
1. Has she a difficulty solving this sum.  Does she have a difficulty solving this sum.  
2. How many classes have you a week?  How many classes do you have a week?  

8. 'MARRY TO' or 'MARRY WITH' 

A) When MARRY means ‘to become the husband or wife of somebody’, and its use is in 
the active voice it’s used without a preposition (you cannot use WITH or TO or any 
other preposition after it in this use); e.g. 

i) He married to an Indian.  He married an Indian.   
ii) Sonika is going to marry with Rohan.  Sonika is going to marry Rohan.  
iii) He presented a ring to the woman and asked her to marry to him.  He presented a ring 
to the woman and asked her to marry him.  

NOTE: In other words you can say MARRY (someone) is a transitive verb, means it has an object. So, 
do not say I married with someone. It is not correct. And do not say I married to someone. It is also 
incorrect. Correct example: I married Sohan 3 years ago. 
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B) We use TO after MARRIED (not after MARRY), that too when MARRIED is an 
adjective or in the passive use; e.g. 

i) Ritu is married to Kapil.     ii) I got married to Ram. 

NOTE-I: Don't use the preposition WITH after GET MARRIED or BE MARRIED. Use TO; e.g. 

A girl shouldn't be forced to get married with a man she doesn't like.  A girl shouldn't be 
forced to get married to a man she doesn't like.  

NOTE-II: TO after MARRY is also used when somebody performs a marriage ceremony of somebody 
with other; e.g. The priest married Jatan to Reena in the church. 

NOTE-III: TO after MARRY is also used when a parent or guardian finds a husband or wife for 
his/her ward, e.g. Her parents married her to a tennis player. 

COMPARE 
i) I am married TO Rajan. (passive or adjectival use) 
ii) I married Rajan. (active use) 
 
C) WITH after MARRY can be used in the sense like this only: 

I will marry with the consent of my family. 

D) MARRY OFF 

When we mean to find a husband or wife for someone we use OFF with MARRY; e.g. 
 
i) They tried to marry their daughter off to a doctor. ii) She was married off to the local doctor by 
the age of 16. 
iii) The father seems relieved as he has married off both of his daughters. 

9. Wait & Await 

i) AWAIT 

AWAIT = to wait for something that you expect to happen; it’s a transitive verb, so it must have 
an object; e.g. 

i) I am awaiting your reply.     ii) She is awaiting a letter from her mother. 
iii) They are awaiting the birth of their first baby. iv) The bill is awaiting the approval of the 
government.. 

We await for your reply and apologize for any inconvenience.  We await your reply and 
apologize for any inconvenience.  

NOTE: The object of AWAIT is always a thing, not a person; e.g. I am awaiting your response. (BUT 
NOT I am awaiting you.) 



ii) WAIT 

WAIT = to stay in one place because you expect that something will happen 

A) With  WAIT + TIME we can use it with or without FOR; e.g. 

i) Put a tea bag into the cup, then add water and wait a minute or two before taking it out. 
= Put a tea bag into the cup, then add water and wait for a minute or two before taking it out. 

ii) I phoned the head office but I had to wait five minutes before I spoke to anyone. 
= I phoned the head office but I had to wait for five minutes before I spoke to anyone. 

iii) We waited hours to get the tickets. 
= We waited for hours to get the tickets. 

iv) Can you wait five minutes?  
= Can you wait for five minutes?  

v) We’ve been waiting ages. 
= We’ve been waiting for ages. 

B) WAIT does not require an object. If it's a person or thing after WAIT we use 'WAIT FOR'; e.g. 

i) We are all waiting for you. (not We are waiting you.)  ii) We have been waiting for ages. 
iii) I have been waiting for a bus for two hours.   iv) We are waiting for his call. OR We 
are awaiting his call. 

C) WAIT can also be followed by an infinitive; e.g. 

i) The passengers were waiting to catch the bus.   ii) I am waiting to hear from him. 

D) We can use WAIT on its own, but can't use AWAIT like this; e.g. 

I’ll await until he arrives.  I’ll wait until he arrives.  

10. Deny, Decline, Refuse, Refrain 

i) DENY 

A) DENY = to say that something is not true; e.g. 

i) The accused denied all the charges made against him. ii) She denied that she was involved. 
iii) Suman denied doing anything illegal. 

NOTE-I: DENY must be followed by an object, a that-clause, or an -ing form; e.g. 



i) He denied it.     ii) He denied that he forged the signature. 
iii) He denied having forged the signature. 
 
He accused her of stealing but she denied.  He accused her of stealing, but she denied it.
  

NOTE-II: However, if someone is not ready to do something we don’t use the verb DENY, rather we 
say REFUSE; e.g. 

i) I asked one of my friends to give me his bike for a few minutes, but he denied.  I asked one 
of my friends to give me his bike for a few minutes, but he refused.  
ii) When I denied to bring bread from the refrigerator, I was beaten my brother.  When I 
refused to bring bread from the refrigerator, I was beaten my brother.  

B) DENY = to not allow someone to have something or do something; e.g. 

i) I have denied my wife access to my mobile phone.  ii) Don't deny yourself pleasure. 

iii) Her request for a leave was denied by her employer. iv) No one should be denied a good 
education. 

C) DENY = not to admit that you have knowledge, responsibility, feelings, etc.; e.g. 

i) He denied all responsibility for the failure of the plan. ii) Even under torture, he refused to 
deny his beliefs. 

ii) REFUSE 

To say that you will not do or accept something. If you refuse to do something, you say firmly 
that you will not do it, e.g. 

i) He refused to accept their advice.  ii) She will not refuse if you ask her to go to the bank. 

NOTE: If we do not agree with an idea or belief, we do not use the verb REFUSE. We say that we 
REJECT it; e.g. 

i) Some people refuse the idea of a mixed economy.  Some people reject the idea of a mixed 
economy.  
ii) I cannot refuse my family's religious beliefs.  I cannot reject my family's religious beliefs.
  

iii) DECLINE 

A) To refuse politely to accept or to do something; e.g. 

i) She declined the ice-cream.      ii) The authorities declined to comment. 
iii) Richa declined my invitation to tea.    iv) They declined to tell me how they 
had obtained my address.  



v) Our application for a loan was declined by the bank. vi) His request for early retirement was 
declined by the director.. 

B) Become smaller, fewer, or less; decrease; deteriorate. In this meaning DECLINE does not have 
an object; e.g. 

i) The birth rate continued to decline.   ii) Ironically, tobacco consumption is not 
declining a bit in the city. 
iii) Tourism in the area has declined very sharply after 2010. 

C) Move downwards, especially of the sun. In this meaning also the verb DECLINE has no object; 
e.g. 

The sun begins to decline here sharply after 4 o’clock in the evening. 

iv) REFRAIN 

To avoid doing or stop yourself from doing something; e.g.  

i) We refrained from talking until we knew that it was safe. ii) The sign on the wall said "Please 
refrain from smoking." 

IMPORTANT 
We see that there is not much difference between REFUSE and DECLINE when they mean 'to refuse'. 
However when we refuse something politely we use DECLINE, otherwise REFUSE. In offers and 
invitations the verb DECLINE is used (not REFUSE). 

11. Room, Space, Seat, Accommodation 

i) ROOM 

If there is ROOM somewhere, there is enough empty space there for people or things to 
be fitted in, or for people to move freely or do what they want to; e.g. 

a) That sofa would take up too much room in the flat.  b) He's fainted! Don't crowd him - give 
him room. 
c) Is there any room for me in the car?    d) There's hardly room to move in here. 

ii) SPACE 

A particular kind of space is the area that is available for a particular activity or for putting a 
particular kind of thing in; e.g.  

a) You don't want your living space to look like a bedroom. b) Finding a parking space in the 
summer months is still a virtual impossibility. 
c) Is there any space for my clothes in that cupboard?  d) The blank space at the end of 
the form is for your name.  

iii) SEAT 
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A piece of furniture or part of a train, plane, etc. that has been designed for someone to sit on; 
e.g. 

a) Chairs, sofas and benches are different types of seat. b) A car usually has a driver's seat, a  
front and back seats. 
c) Is this seat free (= is anyone using it)?    d) Could I book two seats for  tomorrow  
evening's performance? 

iv) ACCOMMODATION 

i) Accommodation is used to refer to buildings or rooms where people live or stay; e.g. 

a) The government will provide temporary accommodation for up to three thousand people. b) 
Prices start at Rs 2,00,000 per person, including flights, hotel accommodation and various 
excursions. 
c) Rates are higher for deluxe accommodations. 

ii) Accommodation is space in buildings or vehicles that is available for certain things, people, or 
activities; e.g. 

a) The school occupies split-site accommodation on the main campus. b) Some trains carry 
bicycles, but accommodation is restricted so a reservation is essential. 

12. Former, Latter & Later 

A) Former/Latter (as adjectives) 

We use FORMER or LATTER for two persons/things, not more than two. For the first 
person/thing we use FORMER and for the second we use LATTER (not LATER). We must use the 
article THE with both, means say THE FORMER/THE LATTER; e.g. 

i) The latter half of the play was more interesting. ii) Rohan and Rohit are friends, but the former 
is more intelligent than the latter.     
iii) Of these two dresses, I prefer the former.  iv) The former was rejected in favour of the 
latter. 

B) Latter & Later 

LATTER is used to tell ORDER and LATER is used for TIME; e.g. 

i) Reena came latter than Richi.  Reena came later than Richi.  
ii) The later half of the play was more interesting.  The latter half of the play was more 
interesting.  

13. Arise/Rise/Raise & Arouse/Rouse 

i) Arise/Rise/Raise 
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A) ARISE = happen or occur. It has no object and we use it with abstract nouns. Its three forms are 
ARISE  AROSE ARISEN 

i) He decided to take the job in Kolkata as soon as an opportunity arose.   ii) A problem 
has arisen with my passport. 
iii) When there is a written agreement, misunderstandings normally do not arise.  iv) If the 
need arises, you’d better buy your own car. 

B) RISE = go up. RISE does not take an object, as it is an intransitive verb. Its three forms are RISE
 ROSE RISEN 

i) Rents have risen sharply in this part of city.  ii) The sun rises in the east and sets in the west. 
iii) Vegetable prices have risen a lot since last year. 

C) RAISE = RAISE also can be used in the meaning as that of RISE. But RAISE must have an object as 
it is a transitive verb. Its three forms are RAISE  RAISED RAISED 

i) Raise your hand if you know the answer.  ii) That restaurant has raised its prices again. 

ii) Arouse/Rouse 

A) AROUSE = to cause someone to have a particular feeling; to cause someone to feel sexual 
excitement. It's a transitive verb and hence has an object. Its three forms are AROUSE AROUSED
 AROUSED; e.g. 

i) Both lecturers aroused a lot of interest in the subject of geology.  ii) It's a subject that has 
aroused a lot of interest. 
iii) Something he said as he was leaving really aroused my curiosity.  iv) Cricket arouses a good 
deal of passion among its supporters. 

B) ROUSE = 'wake someone up’ or ‘make someone active’. It's also a transitive verb and hence has an 
object. Its three forms are ROUSE ROUSED ROUSED; e.g. 

The goal roused the supporters and they began to really get behind the team. (get behind = support) 

NOTE: We also use rouse as a reflexive verb; e.g. She finally roused herself at lunchtime and got out 
of bed. 

14. Lie & Lay 

Verb LAY is transitive and therefore takes an object; verb LIE is intransitive and thus does not 
have an object. 

Three forms of these verbs: 

I II III 

Lie Lay Lain 



Lay Laid Laid 

Note the difference in the following sentences: 

i) The boy lay on the sofa and slept. (Verb LAY has an object, but there is no object of LAY in the 
sentence, so it’s 2nd form of LIE here.) 
ii) Let me lie here. (The verb LIE doesn’t have an object, so it’s 1st form of LIE.) 
iii) How long had he lain there? (The verb LAIN has no object, so it’s 3rd form of LIE here.) 
iv) Lay the child on the bed. (The verb has an object, so it’s 1st form of LAY.) 
v) I laid the book on the table. (The verb LAID has an object, so it’s 2nd form of LAY.) 
vi) The hen has laid an egg. (The verb LAID has an object here, so it’s 3rd form of LAY.)  
 
15. Fall & Fell 

The verb FELL is transitive and therefore takes an object; the verb FALL is intransitive and 
thus does not have an object. 

Three forms of these verbs: 

I II III 
Fall Fell Fallen 
Fell Felled Felled 

 
i) FALL 

A) FALL = to go down quickly towards the ground by accident 
a) The glass fell from my hand and broke.   b) Many balls had fallen to the ground. 
c) Many trees have fallen due to the storm. 

B) FALL = coming down of rain or snow from the sky; e.g. Rain is falling at the moment. 

C) FALL = dropping of a person standing or walking downwards. When someone who  is standing  
or walking falls, they drop downwards  so that  they are  kneeling or lying  on the ground; e.g. She fell  
and hurt her leg. 

NOTE-I: FALL is an intransitive verb. So it does not have an object. If an object is needed we don’t 
use FALL, rather we say DROP, etc; e.g. 

i) While going to that room she fell the glass.  While going to that room she dropped the 
glass.  

ii) He bumped into a chair and fell his plate.  He bumped into a chair and dropped his plate.
  

NOTE-II: Similarly, don't say that someone 'falls' a person; e.g. 

He bumped into the girl and fell her.  He bumped into the girl and knocked her down/over.
  

ii) FELL 

A) FELL = to cut down a tree; e.g. They felled many trees to provide space for the metro project. 



 
B) FELL =to knock someone down, especially in sports; e.g. He eventually felled his  opponent with 
a punch to the head. 

16. Be & Become 

When talking about a change in state, we use GET/BECOME/GROW (not BE). BE is used to 
indicate that someone or something has a particular quality or nature, or is in a particular situation. 
BECOME  is used to say that someone or something changes in some way; e.g. 

i) Before he became Mayor he had been a teacher. ii) I've put a couple of apples in your bag in 
case you get hungry. 

a) Meanwhile, Neeru was beginning to be upset.  Meanwhile, Neeru was beginning to get 
upset.  
b) When she didn't arrive, I started to be anxious.  When she didn't arrive, I started to 
become anxious.  
c) After six months he was the general manager.  After six months he became the general 
manager.  

17. Been In & Been To 

BEEN IN = living or staying in 

BEEN TO = gone to and come back from; visited 

COMPARE 
a) i) I've been in Paris since the beginning of June. (means living there) ii) I've been to Paris three 
times. (means I went and came back) 
b) i) How long has Ritu been in hospital? (means remained there)  ii) I've been to the hospital 
to see Ritu. (means I went and came back) 

When you are talking about a specific visit or trip that you made in the past, use WENT 
TO (not HAVE BEEN TO); e.g. 

COMPARE 
i) I've been to England and Italy, but I haven't been to France. ii) I went to England in 1993 and 
to Italy in 1994. (particular instance) 

Last year I've been to England for a month.  Last year I went to England for a month.  

18. Wish (verb) 

When WISH is a verb and we feel sad for a situation it is followed by a THAT-CLAUSE, we use 
a past tense in the THAT-CLAUSE, not a present tense or a future tense.  

a) I wish I lived nearer Delhi.   b) I never have enough time and I wish I had more. 
c) I wish I had sold my bike. (past wish)  d) I envy you. I wish I were going away too. 
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i) I wish I have a car.  I wish I had a car.  
ii) I wish I can help you, but I can't.  I wish I could help you, but I can't.  
 
NOTE-I: When the verb WISH is in the past tense, we also use the past tense in the THAT-CLAUSE 
e.g. 
 
i) She wished she lived in Delhi.   ii) The woman wished she could help them. 
iii) He wished he had phoned for a taxi.  
 
NOTE-II: For a wish made for the present time wish we use a past tense other than the past 
perfect, and for a wish made for the past time we use the Past Perfect Tense in the THAT-
CLAUSE; e.g. 
 
COMPARE 
i) I wish that she were here now. (Verb of the THAT-CLAUSE is WERE, means a past tense other than 
the Past Perfect Tense, so it’s a present wish.) 
ii) I wish that she had been here yesterday. (Verb of the THAT-CLAUSE is HAD BEEN, means the 
Past Perfect Tense, so it’s past wish.) 
 
NOTE-III: To express a wish for the future we don’t use the verb WISH with a THAT-CLAUSE, 
rather we use HOPE; e.g. 

II wish you'll have a nice time in Nepal.  I hope you'll have a nice time in Nepal. OR I hope you 
have a nice time in Nepal.  

However, we can sometimes express a wish for the future using WISH as a transitive verb 
with two objects; e.g. 

i) May I wish you luck in writing your book.  ii) He wished the newly-wed couple every 
possible happiness. 

NOTE-IV: To write THAT after the verb WISH is optional. 

19. Afraid & Frightened 

A) We use BE AFRAID/FRIGHTENED + TO V1 when we feel fear because we think 
something bad will happen; e.g. 
 
i) She was afraid to go out in case it rained.  ii) Don't be afraid to ask for help. 
iii) Many a victim is afraid to go to the police.  iv) She was frightened to drive a bike lest she 
should meet with an accident. 
v) If you don’t understand, don’t be afraid to ask. vi) Don't be afraid to say what you think. 
 
NOTE: We use AFRAID alone after linking verbs such as BE, SEEM, BECOME and FEEL. We don't 
use it before a noun. For example, don't say 'an afraid boy'. However, you can say 'a frightened 
boy'; e.g. 
 
He was acting like an afraid kid.  He was acting like a frightened kid.  
 



B) We use ‘BE AFRAID OF + ING FORM’ when we are worried or anxious about 
something which might happen, we don't use FRIGHTENED in this meaning; e.g. 
 
i) Most criminals are afraid of being caught.  ii) He says that he is afraid of losing his job. 
iii) She was afraid of being late for school.  iv) She's afraid of being attacked if she walks 
across the park. 
 
NOTE: In this sense we can also use a THAT CLAUSE after AFRAID; e.g. 
 
i) She was afraid (that) I might be beaten by the parents for being late. ii) She was afraid (that) he 
might be upset if she told him. 

20. Age & Aged 

A) After the verb BE, say ‘BE + NUMBER’ or ‘BE + NUMBER + YEARS OLD’; e.g. 

Rohit is almost twelve. 
= Rohit is almost twelve years old. 
 
I'm at the age of 22.  I'm 22. OR I'm 22 years old.  

NOTE-I: Do not use AGE and YEARS OLD together. The usual way of mentioning someone's age is 
BE + NUMBER; e.g. She'll be sixteen next August. 

His age is about fifty-five years old.  He's about fifty-five. OR He's about fifty-five years 
old.  

NOTE-II: Say 'BE MY/YOUR ETC AGE' or 'BE THE SAME AGE (AS SB)' 

i) When I was your age, I was already in a sort of job.  ii) Most of my friends are the same age 
as me. 
 
a) Soon you'll be of my age. Soon you'll be my age.  
b) I think we are at the same age.  I think we are the same age.  

B) Phrases with AGE as their main word usually begin with AT (not IN); e.g. 

i) In the age of 18, you are allowed to drive a car.  At the age of 18, you are allowed to drive 
a car.  
ii) My father left school at aged fourteen.  My father left school at fourteen. OR My father left 
school at the age of fourteen.  

C) When you mention two ages after a noun, use the following:  

AGED + NUMBER + AND + NUMBER or NUMBER + AND + NUMBER + YEARS OF AGE 

They have two children in the age of 8 and 12 years.  They have two children aged 8 and 12. 
OR They have two children, 8 and 12 years of age.  



D) When you mention an age range after a noun, use the following: 

AGED + NUMBER + TO + NUMBER or BETWEEN THE AGES OF + NUMBER + AND + 
NUMBER 

These books are for children at the age of from 4 to 6 years.  These books are for children aged 
4 to 6. OR These books are for children between the ages of 4 and 6.  

21. ‘Kind Of’ & ‘Kinds Of’ 

Words KIND, SORT, and TYPE can be troublesome when they are used with plural nouns and 
adjectives, all of them are used in a similar way. 

A) We use KIND to talk about a class of people or things. KIND is a countable noun. 
After words like ALL and MANY, THESE, THOSE, we use KINDS, not KIND; e.g. 

i) I don't read this kind of magazine.     ii) There are problems with this 
kind of explanation. 
iii) It will give you an opportunity to meet all kinds of people.  iv) My drawer is filled with many 
kinds of books. 

NOTE: We can also say: 

i) I don't read magazines of this kind.  ii) There are problems with explanations of this kind. 

B) After KINDS OF we can use either the plural or singular form of a noun; e.g. 

i) I like most kinds of cars.    ii) There are many kinds of phones with us.  
= I like most kinds of car.    = There are many kinds of phone with us. 

NOTE: But after KIND OF we use the singular form of a noun (not plural); e.g. 

i) I'm not the kind of person to get married.  ii) She makes the same kind of point in 
another essay. 

22. Since & For 

i) The Present Perfect Tense with FOR and SINCE 

A) We use SINCE/FOR with the present perfect for an action which began in the past and is still 
continuing or has just finished. FOR is used with a 'period of time' whereas SINCE is used with a 
'point in time'; e.g. 

i) I have lived here for five years. (and still live here)  ii) She has been here since six o’clock. 
(and is still here) 
iii) Since my accident I have been in hospital.   iv) This room hasn’t been cleaned since 
February.  



NOTE-I: FOR can sometimes be omitted, especially after BE, LIVE and WAIT; e.g. 

I’ve been here an hour.  
= I’ve been here for an hour. 

NOTE-II: FOR is not used before time expressions beginning with ALL; e.g. 

She’s worked for all night.  She’s worked all night.  

B) Note that there is a difference between LAST and THE LAST. With an adjective of a period say 
minute, week, month, etc LAST refers to ‘point in time’ whereas ‘THE LAST’ refers to ‘period of time’, 
so we use SINCE with LAST and we use FOR with THE LAST; e.g. 

i) I haven’t seen her since last week.   ii) I haven’t seen her for the last week. 
 
NOTE: However when the word TIME has a clause after it, we use SINCE THE LAST TIME; if a 
clause is not there after TIME, we use FOR THE LAST TIME; e.g. 
 
1. She has gained a lot of weight since the last time I saw her.  2. “She is coming to Delhi for the 
last time”, says she. 

C) SINCE + CLAUSE  

When we use SINCE with a time clause, we can use the Past Simple or Present Perfect after 
SINCE and the Present Perfect in the main clause. We do not use FOR with time clauses; e.g. 

He has been in bed since he met with that accident.  
= He has been in bed since he has met with that accident. 

i) She has gained a lot of weight for the last time I saw her.  She has gained a lot of weight 
since the last time I saw her.   
ii) She has been learning how to dance from she was 7 years old.  She has been learning how 
to dance since she was 7 years old. 

NOTE: But the following sentence is correct as use of FROM is without a clause. 

She has been learning how to dance from the age of seven. 

D) IT + BE + TIME + SINCE 
 
CASE-I: If we are talking about a present situation, the Present Simple Tense and the Present Perfect 
Tense are equally correct after IT, in such a case we use either the Past Simple Tense or the Present 
Perfect Tense in the SINCE-CLAUSE; e.g. 

i) It is years since I met him.   ii) It is two years since I saw Mohan.  
= It is years since I have met him.   = It is two years since I have seen Mohan 
= It has been years since I met him.  = It has been two years since I saw Mohan. 
= It has been years since I’ve met him.  = It has been two years since I have seen Mohan. 



CASE-II: If we are talking about a past situation, the Past Simple Tense and the Past Perfect Tense 
are equally correct after IT, in such a case we use the Past Perfect Tense in the SINCE-CLAUSE; e.g. 

It was years since I had met him. 
= It’d been years since I had met him. 
 
E) SINCE + -ING 
 

We can use ‘SINCE + ING’ form to refer to time when the subject of the verb is the same in the 
main clause and the other clause; e.g. 

Since leaving school, I have gone abroad twice. 
= Since I left school, I have gone abroad twice. 

ii) The Past Perfect Tense with FOR and SINCE 

We use The Present Perfect with SINCE/FOR for an action which began in the past and is still 
continuing or has just finished. But, if an action which began before the time of speaking in the past, 
and ‘was still continuing that time’ or ‘stopped at that time or just before it’ we use The Past Perfect 
Tense; e.g. 

1. a) Rohan was a teacher when I met him. He had been a teacher five years. b) Rohan was a 
teacher when I met him. He had been a teacher since he was twenty one. 
2. a) Reshma had lived/had been living in that house for 45 years.   b) Reshma had 
lived/had been living in that house ever since she was born. 

A) We use FOR with The Simple Past Tense for a terminated period of time; e.g. I read in this school 
for five years. (means don’t read here now) 

B) EVER SINCE 

SINCE and EVER SINCE are the same thing, we use EVER before SINCE for emphasis only; 
e.g. 

1. Ever since we met, we haven’t ever argued.  2. Mrs Sharma doesn’t go for walks on her own 
ever since she fell. 

23. During & For  

We use DURING to say when something happens. We use FOR to say how long something 
continues; e.g. 
 
i) We went to Mumbai during the winter.   ii) It rained during the night for three 
hours. 
iii) The first world war took place during 1914 and 1918. iv) Dr Jain will be here during Thursday 
and Friday. 
v) I had to stay at hospital for five weeks.    vi) I fell ill for a couple of days, but was 
fine after that. 



24. Round, Around, About 
 
A) When we talk about a movement in many different directions (from one place to 
another), we can use any of AROUND, ROUND and ABOUT; e.g. 

We spent a very pleasant day walking around the village.  
= We spent a very pleasant day walking round the village. 
= We spent a very pleasant day walking about the village. 

B) When a movement is in circles or when one thing surrounds another we can use 
either of AROUND and ROUND (not ABOUT); e.g. 
 
i) The earth moves around the sun.   ii) She had a towel wrapped around his head.   
= The earth moves round the sun.    = She had a towel wrapped round his head. 

C) When we talk about something being generally present or available, we use either of 
AROUND and ABOUT (not ROUND); e.g. 
 
We have a lot of good football players around at the moment. 
= We have a lot of good football players about at the moment. 
 
25. ‘Too – To’ and ‘So – That’ 
'TOO -- TO' is used when the meaning of the sentence is negative. ‘TOO – TO’ construction can be changed into 
the ‘SO – THAT’ construction.  In this construction we use SO with the adjective/adverb and after it we use 
THAT-CLAUSE. In the THAT-CLAUSE the verb is always negative; e.g. 
i) She is too weak to climb a tree.    ii) He spoke too quickly to be 
understood.  
= She is so weak that she cannot climb a tree.  = He spoke so quickly that it couldn’t be 
understood.  
 
NOTE-I: If the subject of TO-V1 is different from the first subject it is generally mentioned before TO-
V1 or TO-V1 is converted into the passive voice [see sentence (ii) just above]. 
 
NOTE-II: For positive contexts we use VERY – TO, not TOO -- TO; e.g. 
 
She is too happy to meet me.  She is very happy to meet me.  
 

26. Agree 

A) 'AGREE WITH' somebody or something 

When the verb AGREE means to have the same opinion, we say AGREE WITH for persons as 
well as things; e.g. 

i) I agree with Jitesh.     ii) He agreed with my idea. 
iii) You can't expect everyone to agree with you all the time 
 



In many ways I agree to his statement.  In many ways I agree with his statement.  

NOTE-I: In this meaning, the preposition WITH is necessary here, you can't say AGREE 
SOMEBODY/SOMETHING. Also you can't say it in the present tense like this: ARE AGREED WITH; 
e.g. 

i) I am agreed with you.  I agree with you.  
ii) I am agreed that students should get enough time for activities other than reading also. 
 I agree that students should get enough time for activities other than reading also.  

NOTE-II: When we use AGREE with the above meaning, we don't use its continuous form i.e. 
AGREEING; e.g. 

I am agreeing with Jitesh.  I agree with Jitesh.  

NOTE-III: With THE FACT THAT we use ACCEPT or APPRECIATE, not AGREE; e.g. 

i) I agree to the fact that smoking is extremely dangerous.  I accept the fact that smoking is 
extremely dangerous.  
ii) I agree with the fact that everybody should go to cast his vote.  I accept the fact that 
everybody should go to cast his vote.  

B) 'AGREE TO' something 

When the verb AGREE means to accept something, we use AGREE TO for things (not 
PEOPLE); e.g. 

i) He had agreed to the use of force.   ii) The bank manager has agreed to our request 
for a loan. 
iii) I don't understand why he doesn't agree to the divorce. 

C) AGREE ON 

AGREE ON = to reach a decision. If people reach a decision together about something, we use 
AGREE ON; e.g. 

i) We agreed on a date for the party.   ii) We couldn't agree on what to buy. 

NOTE: We can also use AGREE + THAT-CLAUSE instead of AGREE ON; e.g. 

They agreed on postponing of the meeting.  
= They agreed that the meeting should be postponed. 

27. Believe 

i) Believe in sth 

We use IN with BELIEVE in the following two meanings: 



A) Accept that something exists; e.g. Do you believe in ghosts? 

B) Think that something is good; e.g. 

i) I don't believe in capital punishment. (mean Capital punishment is not a good thing in my view.) 
ii) I believe in getting a good night's sleep before an examination. 

ii) Believe sth 
We don't use any preposition with BELIEVE in the following meaning: Accept that something is true 
or real; e.g. 

a) I believe every word she said.  
b) I couldn't believe what I was seeing. 
 
i) You should not believe in everything you hear.  You should not believe everything you 
hear.  
ii) She couldn't believe in what was happening to her.  She couldn't believe what was 
happening to her.  
iii) I could hardly believe in my eyes.  I could hardly believe my eyes.  

28. Avoid 

If the verb AVOID is following an action we use ING form (not INFINITIVE); e.g. 

I avoid to use a computer for personal letters.  I avoid using a computer for personal letters.
  

29. Assist 

If a noun is there after ASSIST, we say 'ASSIST IN' or 'ASSIST WITH', but if an action is there after 
ASSIST, we say 'ASSIST IN DOING' (not TO DO); e.g. 

I've been asked to assist him in the birthday party. 
= I've been asked to assist him with the birthday party. 
 
One of the prison guards assisted them to escape.  One of the prison guards assisted them 
in escaping. OR One of the prison guards assisted them in their escape.  
 

30. Approve 

A) Approve sth (without of) = to accept a plan, proposal or application; e.g. The use of the new 
drug has yet to be approved by the Medical Research Council. 

B) Approve of sb/sth = to think that someone or something is good; e.g. 

a) Those who approve the death penalty claim that life imprisonment is not effective.   Those 
who approve of the death penalty claim that life imprisonment is not effective.  



b) Some husbands do not approve the idea of their wives having a job.  Some husbands do 
not approve of the idea of their wives having a job.  
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