
CHAPTER 3: IMPORTANT WORDS & 
EXPRESSIONS (Part-II) 

Words & Expressions in this chapter (order-wise) 

1. Each & Every  2. Each other & 
One another  

3. Another & Other  4. Behind & After 5. After & 
Before 

6. Good, Well & 
Bad, Ill 

7. Bad & Badly 8. Hard & Hardly 9. Fairly & Rather 10. Seldom & 
Rarely 

11. Barely & 
Rarely  

12. In, At & On  13. Till/Until & To  14. With & By  15. After & 
Afterwards 

16. In & Within  17. To & Towards 18. Between & 
Among 

19. Across & 
Through 

20. Beside & 
Besides 

21. Alone & 
Lonely 

22. In spite of & 
Despite 

23. Against & With 24. Little & Few 25. Less than & 
Fewer than  

26. Many & Much  27. Although & 
Though 

28. Neither & Either 29. Or & Nor 30. On time & 
In time 

31. Enough  32. Lest  33. And 34. But 35. Else 
36. Abroad 37. According to 38. Ability 39. Back 40. Bed 
41. What & 
That 

42. In & Into    

1. Each & Every 

A) When we speak of two we can only use EACH (not EVERY), but if we speak of more 
than two we can use either EACH or EVERY without a difference in meaning; e.g. 

i) She had a bag in each hand. (You cannot use EVERY here as a person only has two hands.) 
ii) EACH member has given the dues. (If the number of members is two only you can use EACH, if the 
number of members is more than two you can use either EACH or EVERY.) 

NOTE: When the number of things/persons in a group is limited, means they can be counted, we 
prefer EACH (not EVERY). But when the number of things/persons is indefinite, means can't 
normally be counted, we can only use EVERY (not EACH). 

Every person in the rally was looking enthusiastic. (here the number of persons is indefinite, 
though limited. So we can use EVERY only (not EACH). 

B) With words ALMOST, PRACTICALLY, NEARLY, WITHOUT EXCEPTION we cannot 
use EACH; with these words we can only use EVERY; e.g. Almost every car in the car park 
was new. 

Practically each part of the banana tree is useful.  Practically every part of the banana tree 
is useful.  
 
2. Each Other & One Another 
Both EACH OTHER and ONE ANOTHER are pronouns. They are used to show that each member of a 



group does something to or for the other members. EACH OTHER is used for two persons, and ONE 
ANOTHER is used for more than two; e.g. 
 
i) Mohan and Pooja never liked each other. (means Mohan never liked Pooja and Pooja never liked 
Mohan.) 
ii) Everyone in the family gave one another presents. (EVERYONE means more than two.) 
 
NOTE-I: EACH OTHER/ONE ANOTHER is often left out if the meaning is clear from the context; 
e.g. 

Ram and Mohan met EACH OTHER in 1993. 
= Ram and Mohan met in 1993. 

NOTE-II: EACH OTHER and ONE ANOTHER cannot be used as subject of a sentence. Therefore 
this sentence is incorrect: EACH OTHER WERE READY TO GO TO THE PARTY. 
 
NOTE-III: Be careful not to use US or OURSELVES instead of EACH OTHER/ONE ANOTHER; e.g. 

We’ve known us for twelve years or We’ve known ourselves for twelve years.  We’ve known 
each other/one another for twelve years.  

NOTE-IV: We use EACH OTHER’S and ONE ANOTHER’S as possessive adjectives: 

a) Rachna and Mansi hated each other’s husbands. (Means Rachna hated Mansi’s husband and Mansi 
hated Rachna’s husband.) 
b) They all know very little about one another’s working habits. 
 
NOTE-V: We don’t use EACH OTHER or ONE ANOTHER in plural form; e.g. 
 
We like each others.  We like each other.  
 
3. Another & Other  
 
ANOTHER = one extra, or an alternative or different. 
OTHER = extra, or alternative, or different types of 
 
A) Other/Another as adjectives 
 

As adjective ANOTHER is singular, and therefore takes a singular noun; and plural for this is 
OTHER, we use OTHER with uncountable nouns and plural nouns.  
 
i) Would you like another banana?  ii) What other books do you need for your daughter? 
iii) Some music calms people; other music has the opposite effect. (different types of music) 
 
NOTE: We can use OTHER as an adjective before a singular countable noun also, but in this use we 
must put another adjective before it; e.g. 



a) I don’t like this one. I prefer other shirt.  b) I don’t like this one. I prefer the other shirt.
  
b) Hema is at university; other daughter is still at school.  Hema is at university; our other  
daughter is still at school.  
 
B) Other/Another as pronouns 

As pronoun ANOTHER again is singular. We use OTHER as a singular pronoun but it has an 
adjective before it then, and we use OTHERS as a plural pronoun; e.g. 

i) I saw the document and passed to another.  ii) He can solve this problem, more than 
any other. 
iii) I’ll write only one letter today and I’ll write others tomorrow. 
 
4. Behind & After 

If something happens after a particular time or event, we use AFTER. If something is at the 
back of something else we use BEHIND; e.g. 

i) I parked my car after the school.  I parked my car behind the school.  
ii) She entered the classroom behind me.  She entered the classroom after me.  

5. After & Before 

A) Common feature for all types of time clauses i.e. clauses beginning with AFTER, 
BEFORE, AS, AS SOON AS, etc. is that we do not use a future tense form, or a 
conditional tense (would) in them. To refer to the future we normally use the present 
simple instead of a future tense in such clauses; e.g. 

I’ll do another course after I will finish this one.  I’ll do another course after I finish this one.
  
 
B) When we use a time expression e.g. AFTER, BEFORE, WHEN, etc to say that one 
event happened after another, we normally use Past Perfect Tense for the event that 
happened first and the Past Simple Tense for the event that happened second.   
 
i) The patient had died before the doctor came.   ii) After Mohan had finished reading, he 
went to meet one of his friends.  
iii) When Ritu had taken her meal, she started to read.  iv) He had worked for three hours when 
I met him. 

NOTE-I: However Past Simple can also be used sometimes in both the clauses in such situations. 
Two simple past tenses are used in this way to emphasize that the second event is the result of the 
first, or there is no gap between the occurrence of two events; e.g. 

1. After I left him a message, he phoned me immediately. 2. She worked in a hospital after she 
graduated. 



NOTE-II: We also use Past Simple in both the clauses if the action or the event in the main clause has 
little or no duration and does not take place until the time mentioned in the BEFORE-clause; e.g. She 
walked out before I had a chance to explain. 

NOTE-III: We also use Past Simple in both the clauses when a situation described in the main clause 
lasts until a time indicated in the BEFORE-clause; e.g. 

1. It was two days before my brother returned from Agra. 2. I didn’t think I would like playing 
football before I tried it. 

C) In time expressions, with ALREADY and JUST we use the Present Perfect Tense or 
the Past Perfect Tense, not the Past Simple Tense; e.g.  

i) I had already finished my homework by the time my mother returned. ii) She had just entered her room 
when the telephone rang. 
iii) I’ve just decided to sell my apartment.     iv) The train has already left.  
v) I’m on my way to the station. Their train has just arrived. 

D) To talk about the present in clauses beginning with AFTER, AS, AS SOON AS, UNTIL, 
WHEN or WHILE, we use the present tense in the main clause also; e.g. I look after the 
children while she is practicing. 

NOTE: However, we use the Present Perfect if we talk about an action that takes  place over a period 
of time; e.g. 

1. After I have finished typing this paper, I’m going to meet my uncle. 2. You can leave when 
you’ve washed the clothes. 

E) If two actions take place at the same time, we use a simple tense, not a perfect tense; 
e.g. 

i) Lock the door of the house as you have left.  Lock the door of the house as you leave.  
ii) When I had seen Madhu, I invited her for lunch.  When I saw Madhu, I invited her for 
lunch.  
 
6. 'Good & Well’; ‘Bad & Ill 

 
Degrees of comparison 

Good Better Best 
Well Better Best 

   
Bad Worse Worst 
Ill Worse worst 



i) Good & Well 

GOOD is an adjective but WELL is both an adjective and adverb. 

A) We use GOOD for people/things to say that they are very satisfactory, enjoyable,  
pleasant, interesting, morally right, kind, helpful, able to do well or successful, whereas we use 
WELL as an adjective to tell one's health condition; e.g. 

i) Climate of this place is really good.   ii) My wife is very good with children 
iii) He is not very well today.    iv) When she came home from school she really 
didn't look well. 

B)  WELL can be used as an adverb also. We use WELL to say that something is done to a high 
standard or to a great extent. We can’t use GOOD as an adverb; e.g. 

He speaks English good.  He speaks English well.  

C) GOOD = large 

Used to emphasize the large number, amount, or level of something; e.g. 

i) I’ve run a good distance today.    ii) There is a good-sized crowd waiting for the 
minister. 

ii) Bad & Ill 

BAD is an adjective but ILL is both an adjective and adverb. 

A) We use BAD for people/things to say that they are unpleasant and causing difficulties or harm, of 
low quality, not acceptable, whereas we use ILL as an adjective to tell one's health condition. ILL 
(=sick) is usually used after a verb, before a noun use SICK; e.g. 

i) I could not leave home because of bad weather. ii) My father had a very bad night last night. (= 
did not sleep well) 
iii) He's been ill with dengu. iv) My father is a very sick man. 

She is well trained to look after ill children.  She is well trained to look after sick children.
  

NOTE-I: Normally we don’t use ILL before a noun, but we can do so when we are also using an 
adverb such as seriously, chronically, or terminally; e.g. That ward is for chronically ill patients. 

NOTE-II: We don't use ILL or SICK to say that someone has received an injury. Say that they are 
injured or hurt; e.g. 

He was ill and taken to hospital after the accident.  He was injured and taken to hospital 
after the accident.   



B) ILL can be used as an adverb also. ILL as an adverb means BADLY, IMPERFECTLY, 
UNFAVOURABLY; e.g. 

i) He treated me really ill.     ii) They were ill provided with weapons. (here 
ILL = insufficiently) 

7. BAD & BADLY 

BAD is an adjective and BADLY is an adverb; e.g. 

i) He did bad in the exams.  He did badly in the exams.  
ii) She speaks English very bad.  She speaks English very badly.  

NOTE-I: When BADLY is used like this, its comparative and superlative forms are WORSE and 
WORST; e.g. 

1. He performed worse than in his last exam.  2. Gujrat was the worst affected area in the 
earthquake. 

NOTE-II: We say SERIOUSLY ILL (not BADLY ILL); e.g. 

He wanted to be with his daughter who was badly ill.  He wanted to be with his daughter who 
was seriously ill.  

8. HARD & HARDLY 

HARD is both an adjective and an adverb, whereas HARDLY can only be an adverb. 
HARDLY is not the adverb form of the adjective HARD. The adverb form of HARD is HARD itself. 
When HARD is an adverb, it means 'with a lot of effort’ or 'heavily or severely'. We use it after the 
main verb. HARDLY has a negative meaning. It normally means ‘almost not’ or ‘only just’. We put 
HARDLY before the verb.  

i) I studied hard for my exams but could not pass. ii) The government is coming down hard on 
rape crime. 
iii) There is so much noise in the other room. I can hardly hear what you are saying.  iv) The 
instructions are printed so small I can hardly read them. 

a) I tried hardly to find the key.  I tried hard to find the key.  
b) It was raining hardly and we all got wet.  It was raining hard and we all got wet.  
c) You must not have beaten him too hardly.  You must not have beaten him too hard.  

NOTE-I: As HARDLY is a negative word we don't use NOT or any other negative words with it; e.g. 

1. I did not hardly know him.   I hardly knew him.  
2. There are hardly no mangoes left.  There are hardly any mangoes left.  

NOTE-II: If needed, HARDLY takes WHEN, not THAN; e.g. 



The doctor had hardly arrived than the patient died.  The doctor had hardly arrived when the 
patient died.  
 
NOTE-III:  HARDLY and SCRACELY are the same thing and both are replaceable with each other. 
Like HARDLY, if needed we also use WHEN with SCARECELY in the next clause. 

9. FAIRLY and RATHER 

Both can mean MODERATELY (to an average extent; means not more not less). But FAIRLY is 
mainly used with FAVOURABLE ADJECTIVES AND ADVERBS such as bravely, good, nice, well etc, 
while RATHER is mainly used before UNFAVORABLE ADJECTIVES AND ADVERBS such as bad, 
stupidly, ugly etc; e.g. 

i) Ram is fairly clever, but Mohan is rather stupid. ii) I walk fairly fast but Reena walks rather 
slow. 

NOTE-I: If required we can use the article A/AN before FAIRLY (not after), whereas we can us A/AN  
before as well as after RATHER; e.g. 

It’s a rather heavy box.   
= It’s rather a heavy box. 
 
It’s fairly a heavy table.  It’s a fairly heavy table.  

NOTE-II: With adjectives/adverbs such as fast, slow, thin, thick, hot, cold etc, which are not either 
favourable or unfavourable, we can use FAIRLY if we want to express approval, and we can use 
RATHER if we want to express disapproval. 

1. This soup is fairly hot. (means the speaker likes hot soup)  2. This soup is rather hot. (means 
the speaker does not prefer hot soup) 

NOTE-III: We cannot use FAIRLY with comparative degrees of adjective/adverbs; e.g. 

This book is fairly better.  This book is fairly good.   
 
10. Seldom & Rarely 
 

We use IF between SELDOM and EVER, and OR between SELDOM and NEVER. Same is the 
case with RARELY; e.g. 

SELDOM OR NEVER / SELDOM IF EVER = never or almost never 

i) Seldom if never have I hurt you. OR Seldom or ever have I hurt you.  Seldom or never 
have I hurt you. OR Seldom if ever have I hurt you.  
ii) It is rarely if never used that way. OR It is rarely or ever used that way.  It is rarely or never 
used that way. OR It is rarely, if ever, used that way.  



NOTE: Similarly we say LITTLE OR NOTHING / LITTLE IF ANYTHING (not LITTLE AND 
NOTHING / LITTLE OR ANYTHING)  

11. Barely & Rarely 

BARELY = almost not; only just; RARELY = almost never; e.g. 

i) The fog was so thick that I barely reached my office.  ii) He rarely makes any serious 
mistakes. 
 
Although I am a member of the club, I barely go there.  Although I am a member of the club, I 
rarely go there.  

NOTE-I: We must not use NOT with BARELY/RARELY. 

The temperature was not barely above freezing.  The temperature was barely above freezing.
  

NOTE-II: You use WHEN or BEFORE after barely. Don't use THAN. 

We had barely started the meal than Ritu arrived.  We had barely started the meal when 
Ritu arrived.  

12. IN, AT & ON (for places) 

i) IN & AT 

A) We use IN when we see a place as an area; we use AT when we see a place as a point. 

i) I arrived AT New Delhi Station at 7.30. (place as a point)    ii) I’ll wait AT the 
far end of the room.  
iii) We stayed IN Mumbai for five days. (here the city Mumbai means an area) iv) My train stopped 
AT Mumbai on the way to Delhi. (place as a point; Mumbai = Mumbai Railway Station) 
v) How long are you going to live IN this village? (place as an area) 

NOTE: We use AT to talk about an event where there is a group of people and places we see them as a 
place of activity; e.g. 

1. We last met AT the conference IN Delhi. (CONFERENCE = an event where there is a group of 
people. DELHI = a place as an area) 
2. She always did well at school. 
3. Buy me some biscuits AT baker’s. (BAKER'S means a shop that a baker runs.) 
 
i) Did you see Sarla in the party?  Did you see Sarla AT the party?   
ii) There weren’t many people in the meeting.  There weren’t many people AT the meeting.  
 



B) Workplaces when we see them as a physical location, we use IN (not AT). But if the workplace is 
a farm we use ON (not IN); e.g. 

i) I work at a factory.  I work in a factory.  
ii) We sell garments at our shop.  We sell garments in our shop.  
iii) I want to work in a farm.  I want to work on a farm.  

C) Before the names of streets we use IN and before a house-number we use AT; e.g. 

i) He lives in Jawahar Street.   ii) He lives AT 45 Jawahar Street.  

ii) ON 

A) For a position touching a surface; things we think of as a line such as a road, a river; sea or lake 
we use ON; e.g. 

i) Put your bag on the floor. (position touching a surface) ii) I have my house on a river. (river 
thought as a line) 
iii) The train is going to arrive on platform two. (platform thought as a line) 

B) When we talk about a floor in a building we use ON; e.g. 

She lives at the 3rd floor.  She lives on the 3rd floor.  

13. Till/Until & To 
 
TO = We use TO for both time and place; TO can be used of time in 'FROM -- TO' construction only, 
otherwise TO is never used of time. 

TILL/UNTIL = We use TILL/UNTIL for time only, TILL and UNTIL mean same thing. 

i) She sleeps to 7 o’clock.  She sleeps till/until 7 0'clock.  
ii) I’ll accompany you till the end of the street.  I’ll accompany you to the end of the street.
  

14. WITH & BY 
We use WITH for an instrument, and we use BY for the performer of the action; e.g. 

She cut the banana in two halves by a knife.  She cut the banana in two halves with a knife.
  

15. After & Afterwards 

A) AFTER as a preposition is always followed by a noun, pronoun or gerund (-ing 
form); e.g. 

i) We ate ice-cream after lunch. (LUNCH is a noun.)  ii) You should not have a meal and bathe 
immediately after it. (IT is a pronoun.) 



iii) After running, I took a rest. (RUNNING is a gerund.) 

B) AFTERWARDS is normally used alone or with a clause; e.g. 

i) We had tea, and after we sat in the garden.  We had tea, and afterwards we sat in 
the garden.  
ii) We’ll go to the park first and eat after.  We’ll go to the park first and eat afterwards.  

16. In & Within 

A) Time 

i) IN is used before a noun denoting a period of time referring to AT THE END OF  
ii) WITHIN is used before a noun denoting of time referring to BEFORE THE END OF 

a) I’ll leave home in two hours. (means after the period of two hours has ended) 
b) I’ll leave home within two hours. (means before the period of two hours has ended) 
c) I’ve booked train tickets on the Internet. They should arrive within three days. (means no later than 
three days from now) 
d) I’ve noticed her change within a very short time. 

B) Space 

WITHIN = not further than a particular area or space. WITHIN does not mean the same 
as IN. Within stresses that something is not further than a particular area or space; e.g. 

a) People who live within the city pay higher local taxes than people who live just outside the city. (= 
the people who live no further than the city boundary or limits) 

b) We’ve always lived within ten miles of the coast. We love the sea. (We’ve always lived no further 
than ten miles from the coast.) 

INCORRECT: Your shirt is within the drawer. 
CORRECT: Your shirt is in the drawer. 

17. To & Towards 

A) TO is used for destinations  
B) TOWARDS is used to show direction 

COMPARE 
i) Karun is going to the station.  
ii) Karun is going towards the station.  

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/tea
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sat
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/garden
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/tea
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http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/garden


[In sentence ‘i’ we mean that Karun will go to the station itself, whereas in sentence ‘ii’ we do not 
know where Karun is going, the station itself or anywhere else.] 

i) You can walk towards the bus stand in ten minutes.  You can walk to the bus stand in ten 
minutes.  
ii) I went towards her and started talking.  I went to her and started talking.  
iii) He leaned to his wife and said, "Can we go home soon?"  He leaned towards his wife and 
said, "Can we go home soon?"  
iv) The country seems to be drifting to war.  The country seems to be drifting towards war.
  
 
NOTE-I: TOWARDS and TOWARD are the same thing, TOWARDS is used in British English, but 
TOWARD is used in the American English. In exams British English is taken as correct, so we must 
not use the word TOWARD. 

NOTE-II: Some verbs take FOR (not TO) for showing a destination; e.g. 

i) I’m following to the bus stop.  I’m following for the bus stand.  
ii) This train is to Patna only.  This train is for Patna only.  
iii) They were running to the bus.  They were running for the bus.  
 
NOTE-III: With the verb HEAD we can use either of TOWARDS and FOR; e.g. 
 
They were heading towards the police station. 
= They were heading for the police station. 
 

18. Between & Among  

A) We use BETWEEN for two things which are clearly separated. We use AMONG for 
things which are not clearly separated because they are part of a group or crowd or 
mass of objects. AMONG and AMONGST are the same thing; e.g. 

i) Our house is between the park and the market. (the park is on one side and the market on the other, 
means clearly separated) 
ii) The hut was hidden among the trees. (surrounded by trees, means not clearly separated) 

NOTE-I: However if we see things individually/separately we use BETWEEN even when the number 
of people/things is more than two; e.g. 

1. Switzerland lies between France, Germany, America and Italy. [More than two things, but you can’t 
use AMONG here as all these four countries are being seen individually; not as a part of group.] 
2. He stood among all his friends in the room. [You can’t use BETWEEN here as FRIENDS are not 
being seen individually.] 
3. There is a treaty between these four countries. 

NOTE-II: We do not use AMONG even if the number of people/things is more than two, when the 
preceding verb/noun/adjective requires a different preposition. In such a case we use that preposition 
(not AMONG); e.g.  



1. There is much fear among the children.  There is much fear in the children.  
2. He is very popular among the people of Delhi.  He is very popular with the people of 
Delhi.  

NOTE-III: To introduce a prepositional phrase which contains two singular or plural noun phrases, 
we use BETWEEN (not AMONG) even when the number of people/things is more than two; e.g. 

I didn’t see any difference between the real rings and the artificial rings. 

B) To talk about something done to, or done by a group/groups of people/things, we use 
either BETWEEN or AMONG, e.g. 

i) The money is to be divided between the towns in the area.   ii) The prize will be shared 
between the first six finishers in the race. 
= The money is to be divided among the towns in the area.  = The prize will be shared among 
the first six finishers in the race. 

NOTE: But, when we specify the individual members of the group using singular nouns we use 
BETWEEN; not AMONG; e.g. The money is to be divided between Ram, Mohan and Sohan. (You 
can’t use AMONG here.) 

19. Across & Through 

ACROSS is used for the following two meanings:  

A) from one side to the other side of something which has sides or limits such as a city, road or river 
B) opposite side of something 

We use THROUGH for movements from one side to another while surrounded by something; 
e.g. 

i) Can you swim across this river? (means from one side to the another) 
ii) See those birds flying across the sky. (means from one side to the another) 
iii) Across the house, I can see some old friends. (means opposite side of the house) 
iv) She is waiting for me across the road. (means opposite side of the room) 
v) The teacher drew a diagram showing how the blood flows through the heart. 

1. We walked across a number of villages yesterday.   We walked through a number of villages 
yesterday. (Of course the path on which we walked was surrounded by villages.)  
2. While going to Shimla our train passed across some tunnels.  While going to Shimla our 
train passed through some tunnels. (A tunnel is always surrounded by walls, etc.)  

NOTE-I: When we move from one side to another 'in something' such as long grass or a forest, we 
use THROUGH (not ACROSS); e.g. 

I love walking across the forest.  I love walking through the forest.   



NOTE-II: ACROSS/ON 
When we talk about something extending or moving from one side to another, we use ACROSS, not 
ON. 

The papers were spread on the table.  The papers were spread across the table.  

20. Beside & Besides 

A) Beside 

BESIDE = next to. It also means ‘compared to’ 

i) She sat beside me after the class. (वह class ke baad  मेरे साथ बैठ गयी.) 
ii) These problems seem unimportant beside the potential benefits of the new system. (ये उलझने नए 
िसस्टम के संभािवत फायद� क� तुलना म� अनावश्यक लग रही ह�.) 

B) Besides 

BESIDES = in addition to something/somebody 

i) My brother is also here besides me. (मेरे अत�र� मेरा भाई भी यहाँ ह.ै) 
ii) She also wants to learn other languages besides English and Hindi. (अं�ेजी और �हदी के साथ साथ वह 
दसूरी भाषाए ंभी सीखना चाहती ह.ै) 
iii) Besides TVs we also sell computers here. 
iv) Besides working as a teacher, he also writes novels. 

21. Alone & Lonely 

ALONE = without other people around you; e.g. My wife has gone to live with her parents for some 
days, so I’m forced to live alone. 

LONELY = sad because you are alone and feel that nobody loves you or cares about you; e.g. I didn't 
know anyone in Mumbai and felt very lonely. 

I was very alone at first but then I made some friends.  I was very lonely at first but then I made 
some friends.  

22. In spite of & Despite 

IN SPITE OF and DESPITE are exactly equal in use. DESPITE does not take OF; neither is it 
preceded by IN. IN SPITE OF = DESPITE = ALTHOUGH 

The construction is:  

In Spite Of/Despite + Noun/Pronoun 
OR 
In Spite Of/Despite + Gerund (ing form) 



 i) IN SPITE OF my sickness I went to the office.  (noun construction) ii) IN SPITE OF being sick 
I went to the office. (gerund construction) 
= DESPITE my sickness I went to the office.      = DESPITE being sick I 
went to the office.  

NOTE: IN SPITE OF/DESPITE are never followed by a clause; e.g. 

In spite of/Despite she fell midway through the race, she won.  In spite of/Despite falling 
midway through the race she won.  

However, we can use a clause if IN SPITE OF/DESPITE are followed by THE FACT THAT; 
e.g. IN SPITE OF/DESPITE the fact that she fell midway through the race, she won. 

23. Against & With 

A) With verbs and nouns connected with sport and competitions, such as competition, 
final, game, match, play, semi-final we use AGAINST (not WITH); e.g. 

i) India competed with Pakistan in the semi-final.  India competed against Pakistan in the 
semi-final.  
ii) Delhi’s match with Mumbai was cancelled.  Delhi’s match against Mumbai was cancelled.
  
 
NOTE: However if it’s not a sport completion we use WITH; e.g. 
 
All my friends play tennis and sometimes we play against each other in competitions.  All my 
family play tennis and sometimes we play with each other in competitions.  
 
B) When we don’t use AGAINST 
 
i) To refer to taking action to solve problems we use ABOUT (not AGAINST); e.g. 
 
There was so much noise in the restaurant that we had to ask waiter to do something against it. 
 There was so much noise in the restaurant that we had to ask waiter to do something about it.
  

ii) To make contrasts we use expressions such as CONTRARY TO, IN CONTRAST TO and  
COMPARED WITH (not AGAINST); e.g. 

Her opinion is against mine.  Her opinion is contrary to mine.  

iii) We don’t use AGAINST to talk about medication; e.g. 

Have you got something against a headache?  Have you got something for a headache?  

24. Little & Few 



i) Little/A little/The little as Adjectives are used before UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS; e.g. little 
milk; a little milk 

ii) Few/A few/The few as adjectives are used before PLURAL COUNTABLE NOUNS; e.g. few 
books; a few books 

A) A Little/A Few 

Both have positive meanings. A LITTLE = a small QUANTITY of something; A FEW = a small 
NUMBER 

i) I drank some tea and ate a little bread before leaving for my office. ii) I'm having a dinner  
party for a few close friends. 

B) Little/Few 

LITTLE and FEW denote scarcity or lack and have the force of a negative meaning. 
LITTLE = not much or enough (hardly any); FEW = not many (hardly any) 

i) He has little appreciation of good poetry.  ii) Few towns in India have public libraries. 

C) The Little/The Few 

THE LITTLE = not much but all that there is; THE FEW = not many but all that there is 
 
i) The little information he had was not quite satisfactory. ii) The few friends he has are all very 
kind. 

25. Less (than) & Fewer (than) 

A) We use LESS (THAN) with uncountable nouns and FEWER (THAN) with plural 
countable nouns 

i) Mix less water with the paint.    ii) This proposal will mean fewer jobs. 

NOTE: We don't use LESS before a comparative adjective; e.g. 

It is less hotter than it was yesterday.  It is less hot than it was yesterday.  
 
B) When we talk about a DISTANCE or SUM OF MONEY we use LESS (not FEWER) 

i) Reema said that the market was two kilometers away, but I thought it was fewer than that. 
 Reema said that the market was two kilometers away, but I thought it was less than that.   
ii) No flat could be found here for fewer than 60 lac rupees.  No flat could be found here for 
less than 60 lac rupees.  
iii) I travelled fewer than 400 kilometers.  I travelled less than 400 kilometers.  

C) With percentages we can use either of LESS THAN and FEWER THAN 



Less than 40 percent of the students were present in the school today. 
= Fewer than 40 percent of the students were present in the school today. 

26. Many & Much 

A) MANY is used for plural countable nouns and MUCH is used for uncountable nouns. 

i) I have many books.     ii) I don't have much money. 
iii) Is this going to make much difference?  iv) I haven't had much sleep. 

NOTE-I: You don't usually use MUCH as an object pronoun in positive sentences. Instead you use 
VERY MUCH; e.g. 

I learn much from him.  I learn very much from him.  

NOTE-II: MANY A 

‘MANY A’ is used with a singular noun and a singular verb to mean A LARGE NUMBER OF; 
e.g. 

Many a good student has passed the exam. 
= Many students have passed the exam.  

B) MUCH TOO 

We use MUCH TOO before adjectives, we don't use it before nouns. Before nouns we use TOO 
MUCH or TOO MANY. We use MUCH TOO in front of an unpleasant adjective to say that something 
cannot be done or achieved because someone or something has too much of a quality; e.g. 

1. Madhu is too much rude.  Madhu is much too rude. (RUDE is an adjective.)   
2. I’m feeling much too pain in my leg.  I’m feeling too much pain in my leg. (PAIN is a noun.)
  

NOTE: In sentences like these you put MUCH in front of TOO, not after it. So, it's wrong to say: The 
bags are too much heavy. 

27. Although & Though 

Both ALTHOUGH and THOUGH mean ‘in spite of something. Both are the same thing, and are 
replaceable with each other. For emphasis, we often use EVEN with THOUGH (but we can’t use 
EVEN with ALTHOUGH); e.g. 

The match was beautiful although we lost it. 
= The match was beautiful though we lost it. 
 
Even although she is very busy, she still found time to help me.  Even though she is very 
busy, she still found time to help me.   



NOTE-I: When a sentence begins with ALTHOUGH or THOUGH, we don't use BUT or YET before 
the main clause, we usually put a comma rather; e.g. 

Although he was late, yet he stopped to buy fruit.  Although he was late, he stopped to buy 
fruit.   

NOTE-II: Don't use ALTHOUGH or THOUGH in front of a noun phrase, you use IN SPITE OF or 
DESPITE instead in such a case; e.g. 

Although his hard work, he failed his exam.  In spite of his hard work, he failed his exam. 
   

NOTE-III: THOUGH sometimes is an adverb. You use it when you are making a statement that 
contrasts with what you have just said. You usually put THOUGH after the first phrase in the 
sentence. ALTHOUGH is never used an adverb; e.g. 

Very nice although, this dress is too expensive.  Very nice though, this dress is too expensive.
  

28. Neither & Either 

NEITHER = not either of two things or people 
EITHER = any one of two 

i) Neither 

We use NEITHER or NEITHER OF to make a negative statement about two people or things. 
There is no difference in meaning. It takes a singular verb. For more than two we use NONE; e.g. 

Neither parent went to the club.  
= Neither of the parents went to the club. 

NOTE: We don’t use BOTH to make a negative statement for two, we use NEITHER OF; e.g.  

Both of these shirts aren’t dry yet.   Neither of these shirts is dry yet.  

ii) Either 

We use EITHER or 'EITHER OF' to make a choice between two possibilities. You use EITHER 
before a singular countable noun, and EITHER OF before a plural pronoun or before a plural 
countable noun having an adjective. There is no difference in meaning. It takes a singular verb; e.g. 

a) You can take either watch.    b) They didn't want either child to know about 
this. 
= You can take either of the watches.   = They didn't want either of the children to 
know about this. 
 
c) I don't know either of them. 



I don’t like either pens.  I don’t like either pen. OR I don’t like either of the pens.  

NOTE-I: ONE OF & EITHER OF  
When we talk about two or more people or things and there is no idea of a choice, we use ONE OF 
(not EITHER OF); e.g. 

1. Either of your parents has beaten him.  One of your parents has beaten him.   
2. Either of their daughters has just had a baby.  One of their daughters has just had a baby.
   

NOTE-II: EITHER cannot be the subject of a negative verb. However, it can be subject or object of an 
affirmative or interrogative verb; e.g. 

Either will not serve well.  Neither will serve well.    
 
29. Or & Nor 

i) OR 

A) When you use OR to join two verbs, both verbs should be in the same form; e.g. 

In the morning we used to go for a morning walk or did exercise at home earlier.   In the 
morning we used to go for a morning walk or do exercise at home earlier.   
 
(GO is V1, so it will be DO, not DID). 

COMPARE 
a) We used to go to the cinema or watch the television. 
b) We went to the cinema or watched the television. 

B) We use OR (not AND), after the negative form of a verb; e.g. 

i) There were no books, pens and pencils with him.  There were no books, pens or pencils 
with him.  
ii) I do not like coffee and tea.  I do not like coffee or tea.  

COMPARE 
a) I like tea and coffee. (I like both tea and coffee.) 
b) I don’t like tea or coffee. (I don’t like tea and I don’t like coffee.) 

C) For emphasis, we can use EITHER – OR instead of OR; e.g. 

Bring me either tea or coffee. 
= Bring me tea or coffee. 

ii) NOR 
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A) We use NOR with NEITHER or A NEGATIVE CLAUSE to make a negative statement about two 
people or things; e.g. 

i) Neither Ritu nor Ruchi was there.   ii) The sheets were never washed, nor the 
towels, nor his shirts. 
iii) No one knows his address, nor his phone number. iv) I can't make head nor tail of 
these instructions on the packet. 
 
B) When a verb is negated by NOT or NEVER, and is followed by a negative verb phrase (but not an 
entire clause), we can use any of OR and NOR; e.g. 

He will not permit the change nor even consider it. 
= He will not permit the change or even consider it.  

C) NOR in replies 

We can reply to a negative statement using NOR. We do this to show that what has just been 
said also applies to another person or thing. We can also use NEITHER in the same way with the 
same meaning; e.g. 

I don't like him. – Nor does she. 
= I don't like him. – Neither does she. 

30. On Time & In Time 

i) On Time 

ON TIME = at a fixed/planned time established (not before, not after); e.g. 

i) My train is on time, so I’ll have to leave just now. ii) The train arrived at 5.25 - exactly on time. 

ii) In Time 

IN TIME = not late; doing something 'in time' means doing it before a deadline; e.g. 

i) I could not get admission because I didn’t submit my application in time. ii) Make sure you 
arrive in time to see the beginning of the film. 
 
I had to rush to reach school in time.  I had to rush to reach school on time.  
 
NOTE-I: If we want to convey that something happened with a comfortable margin (means well 
before of an event) we use 'IN GOOD TIME' or 'IN PLENTY OF TIME'; e.g. I reached the cinema hall 
in good time. 
 
NOTE-II: We say 'JUST IN TIME' or 'IN THE NICK OF TIME' to emphasize that something 
happened immediately before the limit/deadline; e.g. 
 
i) I could leave home a little late and arrived just in time to catch my bus.  ii) In movies, a 
bomb is disarmed in the nick of time, with just a few seconds left to explode. 
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NOTE-III: We do not use the word TIME after NOT LONG or NOT BE LONG; e.g. 
 
The dinner won’t take long time, it’ll be ready just in five minutes.  The dinner won’t take 
long, it’ll be ready just in five minutes.  

31. Enough 

We use ENOUGH to mean ‘as much as we need or want’ or 'more than is wanted'. 

As adjective you can use ENOUGH in front of a noun, not after. If the noun is countable, it 
must be in the plural. As adverb you use ENOUGH after an adjective or adverb, not before; e.g. 
 
i) There aren’t enough bedrooms for the family here in this house. (adjective) ii) I haven’t had 
enough exercise yet. (adjective) 
iii) This room is big enough for her. (adverb)  iv) We have a long enough list for sending 
invitations. (adverb) 

Is this box enough big for all those books?  Is this box big enough for all those books?
  

NOTE-I: The degree of the adjective/adverb must be positive (not COMPARATIVE or 
SUPERLATIVE); e.g. 

This room is bigger/biggest enough for her.  This room is big enough for her.  

NOTE-II: Don't use ENOUGH, or ‘ENOUGH + NOUN’, as the subject of a negative sentence, you use 
NOT ENOUGH; e.g. 

Enough people didn't come.  Not enough people came.  

NOTE-III: We don't use ENOUGH immediately before a noun phrase beginning with an adjective 
(the, my, etc), or before a pronoun (us, them, etc). Instead we use ENOUGH OF; e.g. 

1. You haven’t eaten enough your dinner, Ranjan.  You haven’t eaten enough of your 
dinner, Ranjan.  
2. There weren’t enough them.  There weren’t enough of them.  

NOTE-IV: We don't use a THAT-CLAUSE after ENOUGH when we say what is needed for something 
to be possible; e.g. 

She is intelligent enough that she can solve this question.  She is intelligent enough to solve 
this question.  

32. LEST 
 

LEST is a conjunction that either takes SHOULD with the verb, or the verb is without s/es 
even if the subject is third person singular; e.g.  



 
a) He is anxious lest he become ill.   b) She was worrying lest her daughter be 
attacked. 
= He is anxious lest he should become ill.  = She was worrying lest her daughter should be 
attacked. 
 
She is using headphones lest she disturbs anyone.  She is using headphones lest she 
disturb anyone.  

33. And  

A) Do not use AND between two adjectives that come before a noun unless they 
describe similar qualities, e.g. 

i) a red and green umbrella (two colours, means similar qualities) 
ii) a gold and silver bracelet (two materials, means similar qualities) 
iii) a hunting and fishing knife (two functions, means similar qualities) 
 
There is a beautiful and old temple in our colony.   There is a beautiful old temple in our 
colony.  

 
(BEAUTIFUL and OLD are not similar qualities) 

B) Do not use AND after MANY, means you should say ‘many + adjective + noun 
(without AND)’; e.g. 

I had never seen so many and bright stars in the sky.  I had never seen so many bright stars in 
the sky.  

34. But 

A) We use BUT to link contrasting items which are the same grammatical type.  

i) I have bought a new car but I still haven’t sold the older one. (joining two clauses) 
ii) The hotel was inexpensive but very comfortable. (joining two adjectives) 
iii) Quickly but silently he ran out of the house. (joining two adverbs) 

NOTE-I: We can’t use HOWEVER as a conjunction instead of BUT to connect words and phrases; 
e.g. 

This dress is expensive however beautiful.  This dress is expensive but beautiful.  

NOTE-II: BUT & HOWEVER 

We can also use HOWEVER in the meaning of BUT i.e. when you are adding a comment that 
contrast with what has just been said, but HOWEVER can't be used as a conjunction when used like 
this. It then generally starts a new sentence or clause; e.g. 



Some of the food crops failed. However, the cotton did quite well. 

Ravi always cooks dinner, however I usually wash up afterwards.  Ravi always cooks dinner. 
However, I usually wash up afterwards. (or Ravi always cooks dinner but I usually wash up 
afterwards.)  

NOTE-III: We use objective pronouns (me, you, him, us, etc.) after BUT even in subject position; e.g. 

1. Everybody but me has finished work.   2. No one but him would get a job like that. 

B) But For 

BUT FOR = Were it not for. BUT FOR is used to introduce the reason why something didn’t 
happen; e.g. 

i) But for the traffic, I would have reached half an hour early. (The traffic was very heavy – if it was 
normal, I’d have reached here half an hour early.) 
ii) I would have reached here on time but for the weather. (means I could not reach on time because of 
the weather) 

C) All But  

ALL BUT = almost completely; I had all but finished the letter when the computer crashed and 
I lost it all. 

35. ELSE 
 

ELSE = other; different; extra 

A) We use ELSE after the following words to mean other, another, different or 
additional: 

Anyone Anywhere Everything Nobody Someone Somewhere What 
Anybody Everyone Everywhere Nothing Somebody How Where 
Anything Everybody No one Nowhere Something Who Why 
 
i) Is there anything else with you?    ii) No seat is vacant here. Let’s go somewhere 
else.   
iii) I had nothing else to do.    iv) What else do you need apart from new 
shoes?  
 
NOTE-I: We don’t use ELSE after WHICH; e.g.  
 
Which else do you want apart from this red shirt?  Which other one do you want apart from 
this blue shirt?  
 
B) Or Else 
OR ELSE is a conjunction with a similar meaning to OR; e.g. I’ll have to leave now, or else I’ll miss my 



train.  
 
NOTE: Sometimes OR is dropped from OR ELSE, and we use only ELSE; e.g. My brother is poor,  
and I want to look as much like him as I can, else he may feel distant from me 
 
C) Preposition with ELSE  
If needed we use prepositions such as BUT, EXCEPT, and BESIDES with ELSE (not THAN); e.g. No  
one else but Reema saw the accident. 
 
I have nobody else with me to play than Kanchan.  I have nobody else with me to play but 
Kanchan.  
 
D) Possessive Pronouns with ELSE  
When a possessive pronoun is needed with ELSE, the possessive form is generally written by putting ( 
's ) with ELSE; e. g. 
 
That must be someone’s else book.  That must be someone else's book.    
 
NOTE: We do not use WHOSE ELSE’S, instead we say WHO ELSE’S or WHOSE ELSE; e.g.  
 
Whose else’s book could it have been?  Who else's book could it have been? OR 
Whose else book could it have been?  

36. Abroad 

We do not use any preposition like TO, AT, IN, ETC. before ABROAD; e.g. 

i) Since my childhood, I've always wanted to go to abroad.  Since my childhood, I've always 
wanted to go abroad.  
ii) I would like to continue my studies in abroad.  I would like to continue my studies 
abroad.  

NOTE: The only preposition that is used before ABROAD is FROM; e.g. She came back from abroad 
last Sunday. 

37. According to 

ACCORDING TO means ‘as reported by’ or ‘as stated by’. We only use ACCORDING TO when we refer 
to an opinion from someone else. When we talk about our own opinion, we use phrases such as ‘in my 
opinion’ or ‘in our view’ etc. e.g. 

i) According to Anuj, the film starts at 9.30. 
ii) According to the instructions, you must not write your name anywhere on the answer sheet. 
iii) The government, according to an opinion poll taken last week, may lose the election. 
 
According to me they are very polite.  In my opinion, they are very polite.  

38. Ability 



We say ‘ABILITY TO DO SOMETHING’ (not OF DOING); e.g. 

i) Nobody doubts his ability to get the project finished in time. ii) Your ability to work under 
pressure is great. 
 
These machines are destroying our ability of thinking.  These machines are destroying our 
ability to think.  

NOTE-I: We say ABILITY IN A LANGUAGE/SUBJECT (not OF A LANGUAGE/SUBJECT); e.g. 
Ruchika has demonstrated considerable ability in Mathematics. 

I want to improve my ability of English.  I want to improve my ability in English.  

NOTE-II: We say reading/writing/teaching/acting ability (not OF READING, ETC.); e.g. Her acting 
ability was recognized at a very early age. 

I want to improve my ability of reading. I want to improve my reading ability.  

39. Back 

We do not say BACK SIDE, we say BACK; e.g. 

i) Paste your time table on the back side of the door of your room.  Paste your time table on 
the back of the door of your room.  
ii) Sign on the back side of the prescription form.  Sign on the back of the prescription 
form.  

40. Bed 

A) GET UP = to get out of bed and start your day. So we don't use the word BED with 
GET UP; e.g. 

Every morning I have to get up from my bed very early.  Every morning I have to get up 
very early.  

B) We use the following expressions without an adjective (my, his, the, etc):  

Stay in bed Go to bed Get out of bed Lie in bed Be in bed 

i) I decided to stay in my bed this morning.  I decided to stay in bed this morning.  
ii) I never go to my bed before 11 p.m.  I never go to bed before 11 p.m.  

COMPARE 
"Who's been sleeping in my bed?" asked my father. 

[ Here MY before BED is correct as here the verb is SLEEP, not anyone of the one said above.] 

41. What & That 



Use of WHAT and THAT is quite confusing; it’s so hard to choose between WHAT and THAT as they 
are so similar in meaning. When there is a noun after a clause we use THAT, when there is no noun at 
the end of a clause we use WHAT; e.g. 

a) Did you see the message that she wrote? (MESSAGE is a noun, so our choice will be THAT, not 
WHAT.) 
b) Did you see what she wrote? (SEE is not a noun, so our choice will be WHAT, not THAT.) 

NOTE: But if both the clauses are independent clauses we connect them by using THAT, not WHAT. 
An independent clause is one that can be used alone without being connected by another clause; e.g. 

I didn’t know that you play the guitar so well.   

(This sentence has two clauses namely I DIDN’T KNOW and YOU PLAY THE GUITAR SO WELL. We 
see that if we write the clause I DIDN’T KNOW alone it’s making a proper sense; likewise the clause 
YOU PLAY THE GUITAR SO WELL is also making a proper sense if written alone, so both are 
independent clauses.  As both are independent clauses you can’t connect them by using WHAT, you’ll 
have to use THAT rather.)  

42. In & Into 

We use IN to show position, whereas we use INTO for movements toward the inside of something; 
e.g. 

1. a) She was in the house. (static position) 
b) She went into the house. (movement) 
 
2. a) They are sitting in the bus. 
b) They climbed into the bus. 
 
3. a) The pencils are in the box. 
b) I’m going to put these pencils into the box 
 
4. She is always getting into trouble in school. 
5. She was walking in the garden. Then she walked into the house. 
 
6. Stop running around and get into bed. 

7. I can't get into these trousers any more. They're far too small for me. 

8. They climbed into the truck and drove away. 

9. The door opened and a nurse came into the room. 

10. Crack three eggs into a bowl and mix them together. 

11. He thrust his hands into his pockets. 

12. He took off his clothes and got into the bath. 
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NOTE-I: With some verbs (e.g. put, throw, drop, fall, jump, dive) we can use 
either IN or INTO with no difference in meaning; e.g. 

a) Can you put the milk in the fridge? 
= Can you put the milk into the fridge? 

b) Her keys fell in the canal. 
= Her keys fell into the canal. 

c) She put her hands in her pockets.  
= She put her hands into her pockets. 

NOTE-II: Before HERE and THERE we use IN, not INTO; e.g. 
a) Come in here. 
b) Put your bags in there. 
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